Portugal History

Early Inhabitants

L usitania has been inhabited since the Paledlithic period. | mplements made by humans
have been found at widely scattered sites. Thelce Agesdid not touch Lusitania, and it
wasonly after the disappearance of the Paleolithic hunting culturesthat a war mer
climategaveriseto ariver-centered culture. At the end of the Paleolithic period, about
7000 B.C., thevalley of the Tagus River (Portuguese, Rio T o) was populated by hunting
and fishing tribes, who lived at the mouths of theriver'stributaries. These people |eft
huge kitchen middens containing the remains of shellfish and crustaceans, aswell asthe
bones of oxen, deer, sheep, hor ses, pigs, wild dogs, badgers, and cats. L ater, perhaps
about 3000 B.C., Nealithic peoples constructed crude dwellings and began to practice
agriculture. They used polished stone tools, made ceramics, and practiced a cult of the
dead, building many funerary monuments called dolmens. By the end of the Nealithic
period, about 2000 B.C., regions of cultural differentiation began to appear among the
Stone Ageinhabitants of the Iberian Peninsula, one of these being the western Megalithic
culture. Present-day Portugal isthusrich in Megalithic neocropolises, the best known of
which areat Palmela, Alcalar, Reguengos, and M onsar az.

The Paleolithic and Neolithic periods wer e followed by the Bronze Age and thelron Age
(probably between 1500 and 1000 B.C.). During thistime, the I berian Peninsula was
colonized by various peoples. One of the oldest were the L igures, about whom littleis
known. Another werethe Iberos, thought to have come from North Africa. Thelberos
wer e a sedentary peoplewho used a primitive plow, wheeled carts, had writing, and
made offeringsto the dead.

Phoenicians, Greeks, and Carthaginians

In thetwelfth century B.C., Phoeniciansarrived on thewest coast of the Iberian
Peninsula in search of metals and founded trading posts at Cadiz, Mélaga, and Seville.
They traded with the peoples of theinterior, taking out silver, copper, and tin and
bringing in eastern trade goods. Between the eighth century and sixth century B.C.,
successive waves of Celtic peoplesfrom central Europeinvaded the western part of the
peninsula, wher e the topogr aphy and climate were well suited to their herding-farming
way of life. They settled therein large numbersand blended in with theindigenous
Iberos, giving riseto a new people known as Celtiberians. Their settlementswer e hilltop
fortscalled castros, of which there are many vestigesin northern Portugal.

Later, during the seventh century B.C., Greeksarrived and founded several colonies,
including Sargunto on the M editerranean coast and Alcacer do Sal on the Atlantic coast.
During thefifth century B.C., the Carthaginiansreplaced the Phoenicians and closed the
Straits of Gibraltar to the Greeks. The Carthaginians undertook the conquest of the
peninsula but wer e only able to permanently occupy theterritory in the south originally
controlled by their Phoenician and Greek predecessors. The Carthaginian occupation
lasted until the defeat of Carthage by the Romansin thethird century B.C.

The Romans madetheformer Carthaginian territory into a new province of ther
expanding empire and conquered and occupied the entire peninsula. Thisinvasion was
resisted by theindigenous peoples, the stiffest resistance coming from the L usitanians
who lived in thewestern part of the peninsula. The Lusitanianswereled by warrior
chieftains, the most powerful of whom was Viriato.Viriato wasborn in Lorica,in the
Herminius,current Loriga,Serrada Estrelain the central Portugal. Viriato held up the
Roman invasion for several decades until he was murdered in hisbed by three of hisown
people who had been bribed by the Romans. Hisdeath brought the L usitanian resistanceto
an end, and Romerédatively quickly conquered and occupied the entire peninsula. The Portuguese
have claimed Viriato asthe country'sfirst great national hero.

Viriatoin Lorica



Romanization

After the conquest was completed, the Romans gather ed the indigenous peoplesinto
jurisdictions, each with a Roman center of administration and justice. Olissipo (present-
day Lisbon-- Lisboain Portuguese), served asthe administrative center of Roman
Portugal until thefounding of Emerita (present-day Mérida, Spain) in A.D. 25. By the
beginning of thefirst century A.D., Romanization waswell underway in southern
Portugal. A senate was established at Ebora (present-day Evora); schools of Greek and
L atin were opened; industries such asbrick making, tile making, and iron smelting were
developed; military roadsand bridges wer e built to connect administrative centers; and
monuments, such asthe Temple of Dianain Evora, were erected. Gradually, Roman
civilization was extended to northern Portugal, aswell. The L usitanians wer e for ced out
of their hilltop fortifications and settled in bottom landsin Roman towns (citanias).

The citanias wer e one of the most important ingtitutionsimposed on Lusitania during the
Roman occupation. It wasin the citanias that the L usitanians acquired Roman
civilization: they learned L atin, the lingua franca of the peninsula and the basis of
moder n Portuguese; they wereintroduced to Roman administration and religion; and in
thethird century, when Rome converted to Christianity, so did the Lusitanians. All in all,
the Roman occupation left a profound cultural, economic, and administrativeimprint on
the entire Iberian Peninsula that remainsto the present day.

Germanic Invasions

In 406 the I berian Peninsula was invaded by Ger manic peoples conssting of Vandals,
Swabians, and Alans, a non-Ger manic people of Iranian stock who had attached
themselvesto the Vandals. Within two year s, theinvaders had spread to the west coast.
The Swabianswere primarily herdersand were drawn to Galicia because the climate was
smilar towhat they had left behind. The Vandals settled to the north of Galicia but soon
left with theremnants of the Alansfor the east. After the departure of the Vandals, the
Swabians moved southward and settled among the L uso-Romans, who put up no
resistance and assimilated them easily. The urban life of the citanias gave way to the
Swabian custom of disper sed houses and smallholdings, a pattern that isreflected today
in theland tenure pattern of northern Portugal. Roman administration disappeared. The
capital of Swabian hegemony was present-day Braga, but some Swabian kingslived in
the Roman city of Cale (present-day Porto) at the mouth of the Douro River. The city was
a customs post between Galicia and L usitania. Gradually, the city cameto be called
Portucale, acompound of portus (port) and Cale. Thisname alsoreferred to the vast
territory to theimmediate north and south of the banks of theriver upstream from the
city.

With large parts of the peninsula now outsidetheir control, the Romans commissioned
the Visigoths, the most highly Romanized of the Ger manic peoples, to restore Rome's
hegemony in 415. The Visigoths for ced the Vandalsto sail for North Africa and defeated
the Swabians. The Swabian kingsand their Visigothic overlordsheld commissonsto
govern in the name of the emperor; their kingdomswer ethuspart of the Roman Empire.
L atin remained the language of gover nment and commer ce. The Visigoths, who had been
converted to Christianity in thefifth century, decided to organize themsalvesinto an
independent kingdom with their capital at Toledo. The kingdom was based on the
principle of absolute monar chy, each sovereign being elected by an assembly of nables.
Visigothic kings convoked great councils made up of bishopsand noblesto assist in
deciding ecclesiastical and civil matters. Visigoths gradually fused with the Swabians
and Hispano-Romansinto a single politico-r eligious entity that lasted until the eighth
century, when the lberian Peninsulafell under Mudim domination.

Mudim Domination

In 711 Iberiawasinvaded by a Mudim army commanded by Tariq ibn Ziyad. Thelast
Visigothic king, Rodrigo, tried to repd thisinvasion but was defeated. The Mudlims
advanced to Cordoba and then to Toledo, the Visigothic capital. Thelast resistance of
the Visigothswas made at Mérida, which fell in June 713 after along siege. In the spring
of 714, aMudim army commanded by Musa ibn Nusair mar ched to Saragossa and then
to Leon and Astorga. Evora, Santarém, and Coimbrafell by 716. Thus, within five years,
the Mudims had conquered and occupied the entire peninsula. Only a wedge of wet,
mountainousterritory in the extreme northwest called Astiriasremained under Chrigtian
control.

In Lusitania land was divided among Mudim troops. However, bad cropsand a didikefor
the wet climate put an end to the short-lived Mudlim colonization along the Douro River.
Muslims preferred the dry country below the Tagus River because it was more familiar,
especially the Algarve, an area of present-day Portugal wherethe Mudim imprint remains
the strongest. The Mudim aristocracy settled in towns and revived urban life; others
fanned out acrossthe countryside as small farmers. The Visigothic peasantsreadily
converted to Idam, having only been superficially Christianized. Some Visigothic nobles
continued to practice Christianity, but most converted to |dam and wer e confirmed by
the Mudimsaslocal governors. Jews, who wer e always an important element in the
urban population, continued to exer cise a significant rolein commer ce and scholar ship.
Al Andalus, asldamic I beriawasknown, flourished for 250 years, under the Caliphate of
Cérdoba. Nothing in Eur ope approached Cérdoba'swealth, power, culture, or the
brilliance of its court. The caliphsfounded schools and libraries; they cultivated the
sciences, especially mathematics; they introduced ar abesque decor ation into local

ar chitecture; they explored mines; they developed commer ce and industry; and they
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built irrigation systems, which transformed many arid areasinto orchardsand gar dens.
Finally, the Mudim domination introduced morethan 600 Arabic wordsinto the
Portuguese language.

The Golden Age of Mudim domination ended in the eleventh century when local nobles,
who had becomerich and powerful, began to carve up the caliphate into independent
regional city-states (taifas), the most important being the emirates of Badajoz, M érida,
Lisbon, and Evora. Theseinter necine struggles provided an opportunity for small groups
of Visigothic Christians, who had taken refuge in the mountainous northwest of the
peninsula, to go on the offensive against the Mudlims, thus beginning the Christian
reconquest of Iberia.

Christian Reconquest

Although their empire had been defeated by the Mudim ondaught, individual Visigothic
noblesresisted, taking refuge in the mountain stronghold of Asturias. Asearly as 737,
the Visigothic noble Pelayo took the offensive and defeated the Muslims at Covadonga,
for which he was proclaimed king of AstUrias, later L edn. Subsequent kings of Astirias-
L edn, who claimed succession from Visigothic monar chs, were ableto retake Viseu,
Loriga,Coimbra,and Braga, Porto,Guimaraesin northern Portugal, wherethey settled
Christians around strongholds. For 200 years, thisregion was a buffer zone acrosswhich
thefrontier between Christiansand Mudims shifted back and forth with the ebb and flow of attack
and counter attack.

Thecreation of Portugal asan independent monar chy is clearly associated with the
organization of the military frontier against the Mudimsin thisarea. Thisbuffer zone
between Chrigtian and Mudim territory was constantly being reor ganized under counts
appointed by the kings of Ledn. Theterritory known as Portucalense was made a
province of Ledn and placed under the control of counts, who gover ned with a
substantial degree of autonomy because of the province's separation from L ebn by
rugged mountains.

In 1096 Alfonso VI, king of L edn, gave hereditary title to the province of Portucalense and
Coimbraasdowry to the crusader-knight Henry, brother of the duke of Burgundy, upon
hismarriageto theking'sillegitimate but favorite daughter, Teresa. Although Henry was
to be sovereign in Portucalense, it wasrecognized by all partiesthat he held this
province as avassal of the Leonese king. Henry set up hiscourt at Guimar &es near
Braga. He surrounded himsdf with local bar ons, appointed them to the chief provincial
offices, and rewar ded them with lands. Bound by the usual ties of vassal to suzerain,
Henry was expected to be loyal to Alfonso and render him service whenever required.
Until Alfonso'sdeath in 1109, Henry dutifully carried out hisfeudal obligations by
attending royal councilsand providing military assstancein the king's campaigns
againgt the Mudims. Alfonso's death plunged the kingdom of L eon into a civil war
among Aragonese, Galician, and Castilian baronswho desired the crown. Count Henry
car efully stayed neutral during thisstruggle and gradually stopped fulfilling his feudal
obligations. When hedied in 1112, hiswife, Teresa, inherited the county and initially
followed her hushand's policy of nonalignment.

Thevictor in the strugglefor the L eonese crown was Alfonso VII, who, when he
ascended the throne, decided to assert hissuzerainity over Teresa, hisaunt, and her
consort, a Galician nobleman named Fernando Peres. Teresarefused to do homage and
was forced into submission after a six-week war in 1127. Her barons, who saw their
fortunes and independence declining, took this opportunity to align themselves with her
son and the heir to the province, Afonso Henriques, who had armed himsalf asa knight.
Supported by the baronsand lower nobility, Afonso Henriquesrebeled againt his
mother'srule. On July 24, 1128, he defeated Teresa'sarmy at S0 M amede near
Guimardesand expelled her to Galicia, where shedied in exile. Afonso Henriques thus
gained control of the province of Portucalense, or Portugal, asit wasknown in the
vernacular.

Afonso Henriqueswas a r obust, visionary young man of about twenty year s of age when
he acquired control of the province of Portugal. He was anxiousto free himsdlf from

L edn and establish his own kingdom. Consequently, heinvaded Galicia and defeated
Fernando Peresand the Galician barons at the Battle of Cernga. Thisaction brought a
response from Alfonso V11, who had in the meantime proclaimed himself emperor. He
ordered the Galician baronsto makewar on Afonso Henriques, who, threatened by
Mudimsfrom the south recently reinvigorated by the Almohads from M or occo, made
peace with Alfonso VII in 1137 at Tuy.

Afonso Henriques Becomes King

After the peace of Tuy, Afonso Henriquestemporarily turned hisattention to the Mudim
threat in the south. In 1139 he struck deep into the heart of Al Andalus and defeated a
Mudlim army at Ourique, aplacein the Alentgo. After thisbattle, Afonso Henriques
began to bereferred toin documentsasking. In 1140 herenewed his claim on southern
Galicia, which heinvaded. Thisagain sparked areaction by Alfonso VII who, in return,
mar ched on Portugal. The two armiesmet at Arcos de Valdevez and engaged in ajoust
won by the Portuguese knights. Afonso Henriques's self-proclamation as king wasfinally
recognized in 1143 at the Conference of Samora when Alfonso VII recognized him as
such, although, because he was an emperor, Alfonso V11 still considered Afonso
Henriques hisvassal.

Territorial Enlargement
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Afonso Henriqueswasa brilliant military commander and during hisreign reconquered
moreMudim territory than any other of the Christian kingson the peninsula. He
established his capital at Coimbra, and asearly as 1135 he built acastleat Leiria. In 1147
he took advantage of a series of religiousrebellions among the Muslims, and, with the
help of a passing fleet of English, Flemish, and German crusader sbound for Palestine,
captured Lisbon after a seventeen-week siege. Continued inter necine fighting among the
Musdlims, Lisbon's strategic location, and additional help from passing fleets of

crusader seventually allowed Afonso Henriquesto advance acrossthe Tagus and
captureand hold lar ge sections of the Alentgjo. Asaresult of thisvigorous prosecution

of thereconquest, the pope officially recognized Afonso Henriques asking of Portugal in
1179 and granted him all conquered lands over which neighboring kings could not prove
rights. At hisdeath in 1185, Afonso Henriques had carved out an officially recognized
Chrigtian kingdom that extended well into Mudim Iberia.

Sancho | (r.1185-1211), Afonso Henriques s son and heir, continued to enlarge therealm.
In 1189 he captured the Mudlim castle at Alvor, the city of Silves, and the castle at
Albufeira. Theseterritories however, wereretaken by the Mudimsand had to be
reconquered by hisson and heir, Afonso 11 (r.1211-23). With the help of hisbrother-in-
law, Alfonso V111 of Castile, Afonso retook territory in the Alentg o, fighting major battles
at Navasde Tolosain 1212 and Alcacer do Sal in 1217. Sancho |1 (r.1223-48) conquered
additional territory in the Alentgo and carried thereconquest into the Algarve, where
Muslim armieswere defeated at Tavira and Cacelain 1238. Thereconquest was
completed by Afonso 111 (r.1248-79) in 1249 when he attacked and defeated an isolated
enclave of Mudlims ensconced at Faro in the Algarve. Thislast battle, which extended
Portugueseterritory to the sea, established the approximateterritorial limits Portugal has
had ever since.

Settlement and Cultivation

Therapid advance of Afonso Henriquesfrom Coimbrato Lisbon created a vadt, relatively
uninhabited tract of land between north and south. Therepopulation of thisdeserted
territory with Christian settler sbegan immediately. Afonso Henriquesinvited many of the
crusaderstoremain after the siege of Lisbon and granted them lands, especially at
Atouguiaand Lourinh, as payment for their help. In addition, Sancho | directed most of
histime and ener gy to settling the new monar chy, for which heisknown as The

Populator (O Povoador). He sent agents abroad, especially to Burgundy, the land of his
ancestors, to recr uit colonists, who settled at various places, but especially at Vila dos
Francos (present-day Azambuja). Such communities spread rapidly throughout therealm
thanksto the protection of the king, who saw in them not only a way to populate the
kingdom but also a way to diminish the power of the nobility.

Thevacant territory between north and south was also filled by various monastic orders,
including the Franciscans, Dominicans, and Benedictines. The Roman Catholic Church
granted chartersto the ordersto build monasteries and cultivate the surrounding land.
Themost successful of these orderswer e the Benedictines, who built a monastery at
Alcobaca and planted the surrounding land in orchardsthat remain to thisday. This
monastery grew to over 5,000 monksand occupied a hugeterritory stretching from Leiria
in the north to Obidosin the south, including the port-town of Peder neira (present-day
Nazar é).

In the valley of the Tagus and to the south, settling communities of unarmed colonists
was too danger ous, therefor e, early Portuguese kings called upon religious-military
orderstofortify, cultivate, and defend thisterritory. Founded in the early twelfth century
towage war against infidelsand protect pilgrims, these religious orders of knightshad
become powerful in theHoly Land and in many areas of Europe. Several orders of
knight-monkswere given hugetracts of land in the Tagus Valley and the Alentg o as
recompense for their military serviceto theking at a time when he had no standing army
on which to rely. Themost successful of these knight-monkswasthe Order of the
Templars, which wasgranted territory on the Zézere River (Rio Zézere), atributary of the
Tagus, wherethey built afortified monastery in Templar fashion at Tomar. The Templar
domain gradually grew to encompassterritory from Tomar in the north to Santarém in
the south and asfar west asthelands of the Benedictines at Alcobaca. Asmoreterritory
in the Alentejo was reconquer ed, additional orderswere granted tracts of land to defend
and cultivate. The Order of the Hospitallerswas given land surrounding Crato; the Order
of the Calatravans (later Avis) was established at Evora; and the Order of the K nights of
Saint Jameswas given lands at Palmela.

Palitical and Social Organization

Afonso Henriques and subsequent Portuguese kingsruled by divineright until a
constitutional monar chy was established in the early nineteenth century. The early kings
were assisted by a royal council composed of the king's closest advisersand friends
from among the higher nobility and clergy. Theroyal council was staffed by a number of
functionaries, such asthe chancellor, who kept theroyal seal and wasthe highest official
in theland; the notary, who gave advice on legal matters; the scribe, who wrotethe
king'slettersand documents (many early kingswer eilliterate); and the majordomo, who
commanded the king's household guard.

When questions of exceptional importance ar ose, the king would convoke the cortes, an
expanded royal council that brought together representatives of the three estates of the
realm: nobility, clergy, and commoners. Thefirst such corteswascalled in 1211 at
Coimbrain order to legitimate the succession of Afonso |1, Afonso Henriques's
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grandson, to the throne, aswell asto approve certain laws of the realm. After the Cortes
of Leiria, which was convoked in 1254 by Afonso I 11, representatives of the self-governing
settler communities began to attend. Cortes wer e convoked at the king'swill and were
limited to advising on issuesraised by the king and presenting petitions and complaints.
Resolutions passed by the cortes did not have the for ce of law unlessthey were
countersigned by theking. L ater, the cortes cameto limit the power of theking
somewhat, but gradually the monar chy became absolute. The cortes was convoked less
and lessfrequently, and in 1697 it stopped being called altogether.

Astoterritorial administration, northern Portugal was subdivided into estates (terras),
each a quasi-autonomous political and economic unit of feudal suzerainity governed by a
nobleman (donatario) whosetitle to the land was confirmed by the king. Religious
adminigtration wascarried out by the Roman Catholic Church, which divided the north
into bishopricsand parishes. I n the south, administration wasthe responsibility of the
military orders. Templars, Hospitallers, Calatravans, and K nights of Saint James. In the
center, administration fell to the monastic orders: Benedictines, Franciscans, and
Dominicans. Thetownsand communities of settlers, aswell asa certain amount of land
around them, were owned by the king, who wasresponsiblefor regulating them.

The settler communities (concelhos) wer e each recognized by aroyal franchise, which
granted local privileges, set taxes, specified rights of self-government, and controlled the
relationship among the crown, the concelho, and the donatério, if the community was
located within a terra. Each concelho governed itself through an assembly chosen from
among itsresident " good men" (homens-bons); that is, freemen not subject to the
jurisdiction of the church, thelocal donatario, or the special statutes governing Muslims
and Jews. Each concelho was administered by alocal magistrate, who was assisted by
sever al assessor s selected from among the homens-bons of the assembly. Thetutelary
power of theking wasrepresented by an official (alcalde) appointed by the king, who was
empower ed to intervenein local matterson the king's behalf when necessary to ensure
justice and good administration. The degree of self-gover nment of these communities
gradually declined asthe monar chy became increasingly centralized.

During itsformative stages, Portugal had three social classes: clergy, nobility, and
commoners. By virtue of thereligiousfervor of thetimes, the cler gy wasthe predominant
class. It wasthe most lear ned, the wealthiest, and occupied the highest officein the
realm: the chancellor ship. The clergy comprised two categories; the bishopsand parish
priests of theregular church hierarchy and the abbots and monks of thereligiousand
military orders. Thesetwo categories weredivided into the higher clergy (bishopsand
abbots) and low clergy (priestsand monks). The clergy enjoyed various privilegesand
rights, such asjudgment in ecclesiastical courts accor ding to canon law, exemption from
taxes, and theright to asylum from civil authoritieswithin their churches.

The next social class, the nobility, owed its privileged position above all to its
collaboration with theking in the reconquest. The highest level among the nobility was
made up of the" rich men" (homens-ricos) who owned thelargest feudal estates, had
private armies, and had jurisdiction over great expanses of territory. Below them were
the lesser nobility, who held smaller estates and wer e entrusted with the defense of
castlesand townsbut did not have private armiesor administrative jurisdiction. Below
the lesser nobility werethe highest class of free commoners, the villein-knights, who
maintained their own hor ses and weaponry, serving the king asrequired. These knights
wer e often encour aged to settlein or near the colonial communities of the frontier where
they were granted special privilegesand organized raids against the Muslimsfor their
own profit.

The commonersformed the bottom of the social strata. Among them the serfswerethe
lowest group. The most numerous group, they were bound by heredity to the estates of
the crown, nobility, and cler gy, wher e they wer e occupied in agriculture, sockraising,
and village crafts. Serfs could become free by serving as colonistsin the under populated
territoriesin the south. The second lowest group consisted of the clients, that is,

freemen who did not own property and received protection from an overlord in exchange
for service. Above the clients wer e the villein-knights, who formed a stratum that mer ged
the commoner swith the nobility. Finally, outside the basic social structurewerethe
daves, usually Mudim captives, who tilled the lands of the military ordersin the
Alentgo.

Control of the Royal Patrimony

Disputes over land owner ship became an increasing sour ce of conflict between the
crown and the upper nobility and clergy. L and owner ship wasimportant becausethe
crown's main sour ce of revenue wastaxes from the great estates and tithes from lands
owned directly by theking. But in medieval Portugal, hereditary titleto land did not exist
in any developed legal form. Astheoriginal grantsof land were obscured by passing
year s, many of the upper nobility and clergy of the church cameto believethat they held
their land by hereditary right. Thus, each time a new king ascended the throne, the crown
had to review land grantsand titlesin order to assert itsauthority and reclaim land
removed from the king's patrimony.

Thefirst king to confront this problem was Afonso |, who discover ed when he ascended
thethronein 1211 that hisfather, Sancho I, had willed much of theroyal patrimony to the
church. In 1216, after a lengthy legal battle between the crown and the Holy See over
various provisions of Sancho'swill, the pope recognized Afonso I I'sright to maintain the
royal patrimony intact. From 1216 until 1221, the Portuguese crown asserted thisgeneral
right by requiring those who had received donations from previouskingsto apply for



-6-

letters of confirmation. The crown thus created the power to review grantsto nobles and
ecclesiastical bodies.

The process of confirmation was carried a step further when the king appointed royal
commissions authorized to investigate land owner ship, especially in the north where
much of thefeudal land tenure predated the creation of the monarchy. Theseinquiries,
asthey were called, gathered evidence from the oldest, most experienced residentsin
each locale without consulting local noblesor church officials. They revealed alarge
number of abusesand improper extensions of boundaries, aswell as conspiraciesto
defraud the crown of income. Thefirst inquiry found that the church wasthe biggest
expropriator of royal property. Thearchbishop of Braga, angered by the activities of the
commissions, excommunicated Afonso Il in 1219. The king responded by seizing church
property and forcing the ar chbishop to flee Portugal for Rome. In 1220 the pope
confirmed the king's excommunication and relieved him of hisoath of fealty to the Holy
See. Thisdispute between church and crown ended temporarily when the
excommunicated king died in 1223 and his chancellor arranged an ecclesiastical burial in
exchangefor thereturn of the seized church property and the promisethat future
inquirieswould respect canon law.

The conflict between the church and crown concer ning property wasfinally resolved
duringthereign of King Dinis(r.1279-1325). I n 1284 Dinislaunched a new round of
inquiriesand in thefollowing year promulgated deamortization laws, which prohibited

the church and religious or dersfrom buying property and required that they sdl all
property purchased sincethe beginning of hisreign. For thisaction against the church,
Dinis, like hisfather and grandfather, was excommunicated. Thistime, however, theking
refused to pledge obedience to the pope and established once and for all the power of
the Portuguese crown to regulate and control theroyal patrimony.

Thispower allowed Dinisto nationalize the most power ful and wealthy of the military-
religious orders. The Calatravans, founded in Castile, had in effect become Portuguese
when thetown of Aviswas bestowed upon them by Afonso and they became known as
the Order of Avis. In 1288 the Knights of Saint James, also of Castilian origin, became
Portuguese when the order elected itsown master. In 1312, astheresult of an
investigation into the activities of the Templars, Pope Clement V suppressed thisorder
and transferred their vast propertiesin Portugal to the Hospitallers. Diniswas able to
prevail upon the popeto give thiswealth to a newly founded Portuguese military-
religiousorder called the Order of Christ, which wasinitially stuated at Castro Marim but
was later moved to Tomar . After nationalization, most of these order s became chivalric
bodies of quasi-celibate landowners. The Order of Avis, however, remained on a war
footing and contributed significantly to Portugal'sindependence from Castile. The Order
of Chrigt also remained a military-religious order, and itswealth waslater used by Prince
Henry the Navigator to pay for the voyages of discovery.

Development of the Realm

Having established the boundaries of the national territory, asserted their authority over
the church and nobility, and gained control over theresourcesof the military orders,
Portuguese kings began to turn their attention to the economic, cultural, and political
development of therealm. Thiswas especially true of King Dinis, whoisreferred to by
the Portuguese as The Farmer (O Lavrador) because of hispolicies designed to
encourage agricultural development. He decreed that nobles would not lose their
standing if they drained wetlands, settled colonists, and planted pineforests. The pine
forestswereto producetimber for the shipbuilding industry, which Dinisalso

encour aged, the crown having already at that time begun to look toward the sea for
futurefields of conquest.

Dinischartered many settlements of colonists on lands conquer ed from the Mudimsand
authorized the holding of fairsand marketsin each of these, ther eby creating a national
economy. Helaid the basisfor Portugal's naval tradition by bringing the Genoese,
Emmanuele Pessagno (M anue Pecanha in Portuguese) to Portugal in 1317 to bethe
hereditary admiral of the Portuguese navy. Maritime commer ce was encour aged when
Dinisnegotiated an agreement with Edward |1 of England in 1303 that per mitted
Portuguese shipsto enter English portsand guaranteed security and trading privileges
for Portuguese merchants. Dinis provided the impetusfor the development of
Portuguese as a national language when he decreed that all official documents of the
realm wereto bewritten in the vernacular. Finally, Dinis stimulated lear ning when, in
1290, he founded an academic center similar tothe" General Studies' centersthat had
been created in Ledn and Aragon. In 1308 this center was moved to Coimbra whereit
remained, except for a brief time between from 1521 to 1537, and became the Univer sity
of Coimbra, Portugal's premier institution of higher learning.

Afonso 1V (r.1325-1357) continued hisfather's development policies. He also improved
the administration of justice by dismissing corrupt local judges and replacing them with
judges he appointed. When alarge Mudim army landed on the peninsulain 1340, Afonso
IV allied himsdf with the king of Castile, Alfonso X1, and the king of Aragon in order to do
battle against thisthreat to the Christian kingdoms. Afonso sent a fleet commanded by
Manuel Pecanha to Cadiz and marched overland himself to meet the Mudim ar my, which
was destroyed at the Battle of Salado.

When Afonso'sgrandson and heir, Fernando | (r.1367-83), ascended the throne, the
economic productivity of the country had been so greatly disrupted by the plague that
ravaged the country in 1348 and 1349 that hefound it necessary to take measuresto
stimulate food production. In 1375 he promulgated a decreg, called the Law of the
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Sesmarias, which obliged all landowner sto cultivate unused land or sell or rent it to
someone who would. Thelaw also obligated all who had no useful occupation to work
theland. Thisdecree had itsintended effect and led to the rebuilding of the country's
wealth. Fernando also stimulated the development of the Portuguese mer chant fleet by
allowing all shipbuilderswho constructed ships of morethan 100 tonsto cut timber from
theroyal forests and by exempting the owner s of these shipsfrom the full tax on the
exportsand importsof their first voyage. He also established a maritime insurance
company into which owners of mer chant ships of morethan fifty tons paid 2 per cent of
their profitsand from which they received compensation for shipwrecks

THE HOUSE OF AVIS

When Fernando died in 1383, heleft no male heir to thethrone. Hisonly daughter,
Beatriz, wasmarried to Juan I, king of Castile. Themarriagewrit stipulated that their
offspring would inherit the Portuguese crown if Fernando left no male heir and that, until
any children wereborn, Portugal would beruled by aregency of Fernando'swidow,
Leonor Teles. When Fernando died, L eonor assumed the regency in accordance with the
marriagewrit. The assumption of the regency by the queen wasbadly received in many
Portuguese cities because L eonor was a Cagtilian and considered an interloper who
intended to usur p the Portuguese crown for Castile and end Portugal’'sindependence.
Leonor'sprincipal rival for control of the throne was Jodo, the master of the Order of
Avisand illegitimate son of Fernando'sfather, Pedro| (r.1357-67). On December 6, 1383,
Jodo brokeinto theroyal palace and murdered Count Andeiro, a Galician who had been
Fernando's chancellor. Leonor Telesfled to thetown of Alenquer, the property of the
queens of Portugal. She appealed to Juan | for help, and heinvaded Portugal in January
1384. Leonor abdicated asregent. In Lisbon the people proclaimed Jodo to bethe
governor and defender of therealm. Jodo immediately began to prepare an army and
sent amission to England to recruit soldiersfor his cause.

Warswith Cadtile

The bourgeoisie of Lisbon, enriched by commer ce, decided to support Jodo and donated
substantial sumsfor war expenses. Money also arrived from the bourgeoisiein Porto,
Coimbra, and Evora. The majority of the nobility, among whom national sentiment was
not well developed and feudal customs based on oaths of vassalage wer e still obeyed,
took the side of Juan of Castile, which gave him the support of fifty castles. A few
nobles, however, including Alvar o Pais, Jodo Afonso, and Nun'Alvar es Pereira, were
mor e attuned to national sentiment and sided with Jo&o.

In March 1384, Juan marched on Lisbon, which he besieged by land and sea. In April, in
the Alentg o, Nun'Alvar es Pereira defeated the Castilians at the Battle of Atoleiros, a
victory that resulted from the new military tactic of forming defensive squaresfrom
dismounted cavalry because the Portuguese had far fewer troopsthan the enemy. The
siege of Lisbon was broken after seven months by an outbreak of the plaguein the
Castilian camp, and Juan retreated to Sevilleto prepare another invasion the following
year.

Theretreat of the Castilians gave Jodo an opportunity to legitimate his claim to the
throne. In March 1385, a cortes was summoned to resolve the succession. Jodo's case
was argued by Jodo das Regr as, who attacked the claims of the various pretendersto
thethrone. On April 6, the opposition ended and Jo&o was proclaimed kingasJodo | (r.
1385-1433). The new king named Nun'Alvar es Per eira constable of Portugal. At the same
time, a contingent of English longbowmen began to arrive. Nun'Alvar es Per eira mar ched
north in order to obtain the submission of Braga, Guimar &es, and other placesloyal to
Juan, who responded by sending an army to attack Viseu. The Portuguese routed this
Cadtilian force at Rancoso using the same new military tactic that brought them victory
at Atoleiros. Juan, nonetheless, was still intent on besieging Lisbon and led hisarmy
southwar d. Jodo | and Nun'Alvar es Pereira decided to engage Juan's army before it
arrived in the capital. Thetwo armies met on the plain of Aljubarrota about sixty
kilometersnorth of Lisbon on August 14, 1385. Using the sametactic of defensive
squar es of dismounted cavalry that had brought them successin previous battles, a
force of 7,000 Portuguese annihilated and scattered a Castilian army of 32,000in little
mor e than thirty minutes of combat. Although additional battles wer e fought and final
peace was not made with Castile until October 1411, the Battle of Aljubarrota secured the
independence of Portugal for almost two centuries.

Anglo-Portuguese Alliance

English aid to the House of Avis set the stagefor the cooper ation with England that
would be the corner stone of Portuguese foreign policy for morethan 500 years. In May
1386, the Treaty of Windsor confirmed thealliance that wasborn at Aljubarrotawith a
pact of perpetual friendship between the two countries. The next year, John of Gaunt,
dukeof Lancaster, son of Edward 111, and father of Henry 1V, landed in Galicia with an
expeditionary forceto presshis claim to the Castilian thronewith Portuguese aid. He
failed to win the support of the Cagtilian nobility and returned to England with a cash
compensation from therival claimant.

John of Gaunt left behind hisdaughter, Philippa of Lancaster, tomarry Jodo | in order to
seal the Anglo-Portuguese alliance. By this marriage, celebrated in 1387, Jodo became
thefather of a generation of princes called by the poet, L uis de Camdes, the " marvelous
generation,” who led Portugal into its golden age. Philippa brought to the court the
Anglo-Norman tradition of an aristocratic education and gave her children good
educations. Her personal qualities wer e of the highest, and she reformed the court and
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imposed rigid standar ds of moral behavior. Philippa provided royal patronagefor English
commer cial intereststhat sought to meet the Portuguese desirefor cod and cloth in
return for wine, cork, salt, and oil shipped through the English warehouses at Porto. Her
eldest son, Duarte, authored moral works and becameking in 1433; Pedro, who traveled
widely and had an interest in history, becameregent when Duarte died of the plaguein
1438; Fernando, who became a crusader, participated in the attack on Tangiersin 1437;
and Henrique--Prince Henry the Navigator --became the master of the Order of Avisand
theinstigator and organizer of the early voyages of discovery.

Social Revolution

Thecrisisof 1383-85 that brought Jodo | to the thronewasnot only a dynastic revolution;
it wasa social one, aswell. Jodo | distrusted the old aristocracy that had opposed his
riseto power and promoted the growth of a new generation of nobility by confiscating
thetitlesand propertiesof the old and distributing them to the new, thusforming a new
nobility based on serviceto theking.

Joao rewar ded the urban bourgeoisie that had supported his cause by giving it positions
and influence and by allowing it to send representativesto theking'sroyal council.
Artisans grouped themselves accor ding to professions into guilds and wer e per mitted to
send delegatesto the gover ning chamber of Lisbon, wherethey were actively involved in
the administration of the capital and other cities. The king also surrounded himself with
skilled legalists who professionalized royal administration and extended royal
jurisdiction at the expense of the old aristocracy. Thisnew class of bureaucrats, having
studied Roman law at the univer sity, defended the Caesarist principle that thewill of the
king had the force of law. Thisbélief encouraged the later development of absolutism in
Portugal and pitted the king against the landed nobility, especially the old aristocr acy
that wished toregain itslost power and privilege.

I ntradynastic Struggle

The future of the House of Avis seemed assured by the presence of Jodo's five legitimate
sons, but the king also provided for hisillegitimate children ashe had been provided for
by hisfather. Jo&o conferred on hisbastard son Afonso the hereditary title of duke of
Braganca and endowed him with landsand propertiesthat amounted to the creation of a
state within a state supported by a huge reserve of armed retainers. The House of
Bragancga accumulated wealth torival that of the crown and eventually assumed the
leader ship of the old aristocracy in opposition to Avis.

When Jodo | died in 1433, the crown was assumed by his eldest son, Duarte, who died
fiveyearslater of the plague. Before hisdeath, Duarte convoked a cortesin order to
legitimate the compilation of Portugueseroyal law, but the work was not completed until
thereign of his son, Afonso, and is, therefore, named the Afonsine Ordinances. He also
declared that the grants of land so lavishly awarded by hisfather to hissupporterswould
have to be confirmed, aswasthe custom at the start of each reign.

Assertion of Royal Supremacy

When Afonso's son and heir, Jodo 1 (r.1481-95), assumed the throne, the power of the
Bragancgas and their supportershad reached itsheight. The new king, who wasmore
resolute than hisfather, convoked a cortes at Evora, where heimposed a new written
oath by which nobles swore upon their kneesto give up to the king any castle or town
they held from the crown. At Evora commoners complained about the abuses of the
nobility and asked for the abolition of privatejustice and the correction of abusesin the
collection of taxes. Theking ordered that all nobles present their titles of privilege and
that his constables be admitted to their estatesin order to investigate complaints

concer ning administration.

These measures provoked areaction by the nobility led by the powerful Fernando, duke
of Braganca, who conspired against the king with the help of theking of Castile. Upon
learning of theintrigues of Fernando, the king accused the duke of treason and tried him
at a special court in Evora. He was sentenced to death and beheaded in the main square
on June 29, 1484. The king confiscated his properties and those of his accomplices,
some of whom wer e also killed, while othersfled Portugal. A second conspiracy was
hatched by the duke of Viseu, but it, too, was discover ed, and the duke waskilled,

per haps by the king himsdlf, in Setibal. These events established the supremacy of the
crown over the nobility once and for all.

Themaritime expansion of Portugal wastheresult of thethreat to Mediterranean
commer cethat had developed very rapidly after the crusades, especially thetradein
spices. Spicestraveled by various overland routesfrom Asiato the Levant, wherethey
wer e loaded aboard Genoese and Venetian shipsand brought to Europe. Gradually, this
trade became threatened by pirates and the Turks, who closed off most of the overland
routes and subjected the spicesto heavy taxes. Europeans sought alter native routesto
Asain order to circumvent these difficulties.

The Portugueseled theway in thisquest for a number of reasons. First, Portugal's
location on the southwester nmost edge of the European landmass placed the country at
the maritime crossr oads between the Atlantic and the M editer ranean. Second, Portugal
was by thefifteenth century a compact, unified kingdom led by an ener getic, military
aristocracy, which, having no moreterritory on the peninsula to conquer, sought new
fields of action overseas. Third, Portuguese kings wer e motivated by a deeply held belief
that their rolein history was asthe standar d-bear ers of Christianity against the Mudims.
Fourth, Portugal'skings had, since the founding of the monar chy, encouraged maritime
activities. Dinisfounded the Portuguese navy, and Fernando encour aged the
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construction of larger shipsand founded a system of maritime insurance. Finally,
Portugal led theworld in nautical science, having perfected the astr olabe and quadrant
and developed the lantine-rigged carave, all of which made navigating and sailing the
high seas possible.

Early Voyages

Portugal’'s maritime expansion began in 1415 when Jodo | seized Ceuta in Morocco, the
western depot for the spicetrade. The military campaign against Ceuta was launched for
several reasons. First, war in Morocco was seen as a new crusade against the Muslims
that would stand Portugal well with the church. Second, there was a need to suppress

M or occan pirateswho wer e thr eatening Portuguese ships. Third, the Portuguese wanted
the economic benefit that controlling Ceuta's vast mar ket would bring to the crown.
Finally, the campaign against Ceuta was seen as preparatory to an attack on Mudims
still holding Granada. The possession of Ceuta allowed the Portuguese to dominate the
Straitsof Gibraltar.

After the conquest of Ceuta, Prince Henry the Navigator, who had participated in the
campaign as an armed knight, settled at Sagreson the extreme end of Cape St. Vincent,
wherein 1418 he founded a naval school. He continued to direct Portugal'searly
maritime activity. Asthe master of the Order of Christ, Prince Henry was ableto draw on
the vast resour ces of this group to equip shipsand pay the expenses of the early
maritime expeditions. Prince Henry was motivated by scientific curiosity and religious
fervor, seeing the voyages as a continuation of the crusades against the Musimsand the
conversion of new peoplesto Chrigtianity, aswell asby the desireto open a searouteto
India.

Shortly after establishing hisschool, two of Prince Henry's captains discover ed the
idand of Porto Santo, and thefollowing year the Madeira | dandswere discovered. In
1427 Diogo de Silves, sailing west, discover ed the Azor es ar chipelago, also uninhabited.
Both Madeira and Porto Santo wer e colonized immediately and divided into captaincies.
Theseweredistributed to Prince Henry's captains, who in turn had the power to
distribute land to settlersaccording to the L aw of the Sesmarias.

Prince Henry's plan required the circumnavigation of Africa. His early voyages stayed
closetothe African coast. After repeated attempts, Gil Eanesfinally rounded Cape
Bojador on the west coast of Africain present-day Western Saharain 1434, a
psychological, aswell asphysical, barrier that wasthought to bethe outer boundary of
the knowable world. After passing Cape Bojador, the exploration of the coast southward
proceeded very rapidly. In 1436 Gil Eanes and Afonso Baldaia arrived at the Senegal
River, which they called the River of Gold when two Africansthey had captured were
ransomed with gold dust. In 1443 Nuno Tristdo arrived at the Bay of Arguin off the coast
of present-day Mauritania. These voyagesreturned African davesto Portugal, which
gparked an interest in the commer cial value of the explorations, and a factory was
established at Arguin asan entrep6t for human cargo. In 1444 Dinis Dias discovered the
Cape Verdeldands, then heavily forested, and Nuno Tristdo explored the mouth of the
Senegal River. In 1445 Cape Verde wasrounded, and in 1456 Portuguese arrived at the
coast of present-day Guinea. Thefollowing year, they reached present-day Sierra L eone.
Thus, when Prince Henry died in 1460, the Portuguese had explored the coast of Africa
down to Sierra Leone and discover ed the ar chipelagoes of Madeira, the Azores, and the
CapeVerdeldands.

Sea Routeto India

After thedeath of Prince Henry, the Portuguese continued to explorethe coast of Africa,
but without their earlier singleness of purpose. A dispute had arisen among the military
aristocracy over whether Portugal could best achieveits strategic objectives by
conguering Morocco or by seeking a sea routeto India. Duarte had continued hisfather's
Moroccan policy and undertook a military campaign against Tangiers but was
unsuccessful. Afonso V ordered several expeditionary forcesto Morocco. In 1458 he
conquered Alcazarquivir; in 1471 hetook Arzila, followed by Tangiersand L arache.
Afonso's successor s continued this policy of expansion in M orocco, especially Manud |
(r.1495-1521), who conquer ed Safim and Azamor. The M or occan empir e was expensive
becauseit kept Portugal in a constant state of war; therefore, it was abandoned by Jodo
1 (r.1521-57), except for Ceutaand Tangiers.

In 1469 Afonso V granted to Ferndo Gomes a monopoly of trade with Guineafor five
yearsif he agreed to explore 100 leagues (about 500 kilometer s) of coast each year. A
number of expeditionswere carried out under thiscontract. In 1471 Portuguese sailor s
reached Mina de Ouro on the Gold Coast (present-day Ghana) and explored Cape S.
Catherine, two degrees south of the equator. Mina de Our o became the chief center for
the gold trade and a major sour ce of revenuefor the crown. Theidands of Sdo Toméand
Principe were also discovered in 1471, and Fernéo do P6 discover ed theidand that now
bearshisnamein 1474.

During thereign of Jodo |1, the crown once again took an activerolein the search for a
searouteto India. In 1481 theking ordered afort constructed at Mina de Ouro to protect
this potential sour ce of wealth. Diogo Céo sailed further down the African coast in the
period 1482-84. In 1487 a new expedition led by Bartolomeu Dias sailed south beyond the
tip of Africaand, after having lost sight of land for a month, turned north and made
landfall on a northeast-running coastline, which was named Terra dos Vaqueir os after

the native herder s and cowsthat wer e seen on shore. Dias had rounded the Cape of
Good Hope without seeing it and proved that the Atlantic connected to the Indian Ocean.
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In the meantime, Jodo sent Pé o da Covilhd and Afonso de Paiva, who were versed in
warfare, diplomacy, and Arabic, on amission in search of the mythical Christian kingdom
of Prester John. Departing from Santar ém, they traveled to Barcelona, Naples, and the
isand of Rhodes, and, disguised as mer chants, entered Alexandria. Passing through
Cairo, they madetheir way to Aden, where they separated and agreed to meet later in
Cairo at a certain date. Afonso de Paiva went to Ethiopia, and Pé o da Covilha headed for
Calicut and Goa in India by way of Ormuz, returning to Cairo via Sofalain M ozambique
on the east coast of Africa. In Cairo helearned from two emissaries sent by Jodo 11 that
Afonso de Paiva had died. One of the emissariesreturned to Portugal with aletter
containing the infor mation Péro da Covilha had collected on histravels. Da Covilh& then
left for Ethiopiawhere hewasreceived by the emperor but not allowed to leave. He
settled in Ethiopia, married, and raised afamily. Theinformation provided in hisletter
complemented the infor mation from the expedition of Bartolomeu Dias and convinced
Jodo 11 that it was possibleto reach India by sailing around the southern end of Africa.
Hedied during preparationsfor thisvoyagein 1494.

Manuel | assumed thethronein 1495 and completed the preparationsfor the voyageto
India. On July 8, 1497, afleet of four shipscommanded by Vasco da Gama set sail from
Belém on the outskirts of Lisbon. The expedition was very car efully or ganized, each ship
having the best captainsand pilots, aswell as handpicked crews. They carried the most
up-to-date nautical chartsand navigational instruments. Vasco da Gama'sfleet rounded
the Cape of Good Hope on November 27, 1497, and made landfall at Natal in present-day
South Africa on December 25. Thefleet then proceeded along the east coast of Africa
and landed at Quelimanein present-day Mozambiquein January 1498, followed by
Mombasa in present-day Kenya. An Arab pilot directed thefleet to India. After sailing for
amonth, thefleet reached Calicut on the Malabar coast in southwest India. In August,
after sailing to Goa, thefleet left for Portugal, arriving in September 1499, two years and
two days after the departure.

In 1500 M anuel organized a largefleet of thirteen shipsfor a second voyageto India. This
fleet was commanded by Pedro Alvares Cabral and included Bartolomeu Dias, various
nobles, priests, and some 1,200 men. The fleet sailed southwest for a month, and on

April 22 sighted land, the coast of present-day Brazil. Cabral sent a ship back to Lisbon
toreport to Manue hisdiscovery, which he called Vera Cruz. Thefleet recrossed the
Atlantic and sailed to India around Africa whereit arrived on September 13, 1500. After
four monthsin India, Cabral sailed for Lisbon in January 1501, having left a contingent of
Portuguese to maintain a factory at Cochin on the Malabar coast.

Empirein Ada

Having discovered the searouteto India, Manuel organized successive fleetsto that
region in order to establish Portuguese commer cial hegemony. In 1505 Francisco de
Almeida left Lisbon with afleet of 22 shipsand 2,500 men, 1,500 of whom wer e soldiers.
Invested with thetitle of viceroy of India, Almeida wasinstructed to conclude alliances
with Indian rulers, set up factories, and build fortson the east coast of Africa, which he
did at Mombasa and at Kilwa in present-day Tanzania beforearrivingin India. After his
arrival, hefortified theidand of Angediva and Cochin. Heimposed a system of licenses
on trading vesselsthat threatened to ruin the Mudim traders, who reacted by seeking
spicesin Malacca in present-day Malaysia and the Sunda I dandsin the Malay
Archipelago and sailing directly to the Persian Gulf, bypassing India.

Almeida sought to suppressthistrade and secure Portuguese commer cial hegemony. He
wasjoined in thiseffort by two mor e fleets sent from Lisbon, oneunder the command of
Tristdo da Cunhaand the other under Afonso de Albuquerque, who had been appointed
Almeida’'s successor asviceroy. Cunha explored Madagascar and the coast of east
Africa, occupied theidand of Socotra (now part of Yemen), and built afort at the mouth
of the Red Sea, before sailing to India. Albuquer que ravaged the Oman coast and
attacked Ormuz, the great entrepdt at the mouth of the Persian Gulf, wher e he began
congtructing afort.

Theactivities of the Portuguese motivated the Muslimsto take military action. The sultan
of Egypt, allied with the Venetiansand Turks, organized a large armada that crossed the
Indian Ocean to Diu, whereit was engaged by a Portuguese fleet. On February 2, 1509, a
great sea battle wasfought and the sultan's armada destroyed. Thisvictory assured
Portuguese commercial and military hegemony over India and allowed Portugal to
extend itsempiretothe Far East.

Albuquer que established his capital at Goa, which he attacked and occupied in 1510. In
1511 he departed for the conquest of M alacca, the emporium for the spicetrade and
tradewith China, which heaccomplished in August of that year. After returningto Goa,
Albuquerque made plansto occupy strategic positionsin the Persian Gulf and Red Sea.
On hisfirst expedition, hefailed to take Aden and returned to Goa. His second
expedition, which wasto be hislast, attempted to reduce Ormuz and Aden, aswell as
conquer Mecca. During thisexpedition, Albuquerqueféel ill and returned to Goa, where
hedied in 1515.

When Manuel | died in 1521, hisson and heir, Jodo |11, sent expeditionsto theidands of
Celebes, Borneo, Java, and Timor, all part of the Malay Archipelago. Relationswere
established with Japan after thevisits of Francisco Xavier and Ferndo MendesPintoin
1549. Portuguese captains founded factoriesin China and took possession of Macau in
1557.
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Portugal

Colonization of Brazil

Thegrowth of Portuguese interestsin the Americaswas dow, the king being absor bed
with establishing Portuguese hegemony in Asia. In addition, the Treaty of Tordesillas of
1494, arranged by Pope Alexander V1, divided the unexplored world between Spain and
Portugal and forbade Portugal from exploring beyond a meridian drawn 1,600 kilometers
mileswest of the Cape Verdeldands. In 1502 Ferndo Noronha was given athree-year
commer cial monopoly on dyewood in return for exploring 300 leagues (about 1,500
kilometers) of the Brazilian coast each year. During thelast yearsof Manuel I'sreign, the
first colonists wer e sent to Brazil to establish a sugar industry. Additional colonistswere
sent during thereign of Jo&o |11, and, in 1530, Martim Afonso de Sousa was named maj or
captain of Brazil and invested with the power to distribute land among captains or
donatarios, much as had been donein Madeira when it was colonized a century before.
These captaincies wer e large strips of land that extended from the coast into theinterior.
The captains settled colonistsin their respective captainciesand wererequired to
provide them protection and justice.

Asthe captaincies wer e independent of one another, they wer e unable to defend
themselves from foreign pirates. Consequently, Jodo |11 appointed a governor general
with authority over the captaincies. Thefirst governor general, Tomé de Sousa, was
appointed in 1549 and established his capital at Sdo Salvador da Baia. He defeated
French piratesin a naval engagement in the bay of Rio de Janeiro. Intensified
colonization under de Sousa began in theform of coastal settlementsand spread to the
interior. The colonists cultivated indigenous crops, especially manioc, and intr oduced
new ones such aswheat, rice, grapes, oranges, and sugar cane from Madeira and Sao
Tomé. Sugar soon became Brazil's most important export.

Counter-Reformation and Over seas Evangelization

Theeruption of the Protestant Refor mation in the first decades of the sixteenth century
brought forth a Roman Catholic response, the Counter-Refor mation, a determined
campaign to strengthen the Roman Catholic Church and restorereigious unity to
Europe. One of Rome'skey instrumentsto purify doctrine and root out heresy wasthe
Inquisition. The Counter-Refor mation soon reached Portugal and Joao | I was granted
permission to establish the Court of Inquisition in 1536. The court did not began itswork
until 1539 when thefirst inquisitor general wasreplaced by areligious zealot, the

ar chbishop of Evora, who stood for public confession and immediate execution. As
elsawhere, thelnquisition in Portugal dealt with all formsof heresy, corruption, and
disbelief, but its main victimswer e the so-called New Christians, Jews who had
converted to Christianity after Manuel | had ordered in 1497 the expulsion from Portugal
of all Jewswho refused to accept the Christian faith. Many Portuguese believed that the
New Christians secr etly practiced Judaism at home and the Inquisition was used to stop
such an " abomination.” Courtsof thelnquisition functioned in larger settlementsaround
Portugal. Thefirst auto-da-fé, or public burning of a heretic, took placein 1540in Lisbon.
In the next 150 years, an estimated 1,400 people perished in thismanner in Portugal.
Another of Rome's strongest weapons in the Counter Refor mation was the Society of
Jesus, ardigiousorder founded by Ignatiusde Loyolain 1539. The order was dedicated
to furthering the cause of Catholicism and propagating itsteachingsin missonsamong
nonbelievers. In 1540 three of L oyola'sfollowers, Simao Rodrigues, who was
Portuguese; Paulo Camerte, who was I talian; and Francisco Xavier, who was Spanish;
arrived in Portugal. Smé&o Rodrigues becamethe tutor of theking'sson and later
founded Jesuit schools at Coimbra and Evora. By 1555 the Jesuits had control of all
secondary education in therealm and by 1558 had established a university in Evora.
Joao Il invited the Jesuitsto carry out their apostolic mission in the lands of Portugal's
over seas empire. Francisco Xavier left Portugal in 1541 for India asa result of theking's



-12 -

request. Hearrived in Goain 1542 and immediately began prodetyizing among the
indigenousinhabitants, converting many thousands. From Goa he went to Cochin and
Ceylon; in 1545 hetraveled to Malacca, and in 1549, to Japan, wher e he stayed for two
years. After returning to Goa, in 1552 he went to China, where he died.

Evangelization began in Brazil in 1549 with thearrival of six Jesuitsled by Father Manue
de Nobrega, who accompanied Tomé de Sousa, thefirst governor general. They built a
church at S0 Salvador da Baia, aswell as schoolsat Rio de Janeiro and S&o Paulo.
They evangdized northern and southern Brazil. In the south, Father José Anchieta
opened a schooal for Indiansand authored thefirst grammar in a native language, Tupi-
Guar ani. The Jesuits built churches, schools, and seminaries. They settled the
indigenousinhabitantsin villages and defended them against attemptsto endave them.
IMPERIAL DECLINE

Portugal'sempirein Asia madeits monar chy therichest in Europe and made Lisbon the
commercial capital of theworld. This prosperity was more apparent than real, however,
because the newfound wealth did not transform the social structure, nor wasit used to
lay thebasisfor further economic development. The country'sindustry was weakened
because the profits from Asian monopolieswer e used to import manufactured goods. As
theempirein Asawasa state-run enterprise, no middle class or commer cial sector
independent of the crown of any consequence emerged asit had in other parts of
Europe. Moreover, the persecution of the Jews, who possessed vital technical skills,
robbed the country of an important for ce for moder nity and reinfor ced feudal elements.
Adding to the drain on the economy was the lar ge amount of money spent on sumptuous
palaces and churches.

Because the wealth from the discoveries did not produce a middle class of competent,
trained individualsto whom the affair s of state gradually fell, leader ship in Portugal
remained in the hands of theking and the military aristocracy. M oreover, theimperial
system had intensified the alr eady centralized system of gover nment, which meant that
the quality of national policy was closaly tied to the abilities of the top leader ship,
especially the king himself. Unfortunately, the House of Avisdid not produce a king of
great merit after Jodo |1, and Portugal entered along period of imperial decline.

Dynagtic Crigs

When Jodo |11 died in 1557, the only surviving heir to the thronewas histhree-year-old
son, Sebastido, who took over the government at the age of fourteen. Sickly and poorly
educated, Sebastido proved to be mentally unstable, and as he grew to young manhood
he developed a fanatical obsession with launching a great crusade against the Muslims
in North Africa, thusreviving the Moroccan policy of Afonso V. In 1578, when he was
twenty-four yearsold, Sebasti&o organized an army of 24,000 and assembled a lar ge fleet
that left Portugal on August 4 for Alcazarquivir. Sebastiao's army, poorly equipped and
incompetently led, was defeated, and the king, presumed killed in battle, was never seen
again. A large number of the nobility were captured and held for ransom. Thisdefeat, the
most disastrousin Portuguese military history, swept away the flower of the aristocratic
leader ship and drained the coffers of thetreasury in order to pay ransoms. Wor g, it
resulted in the death of a king who had no descendants, plunging Portugal into a period
of confusion and intrigue over the succession.

With Sebastido's death, the crown fell to hisuncle, Henrique, the last surviving son of
Manué |. Thissolved the succession crisis only temporarily because Henrique was an
infirm and aged cardinal who was unableto obtain dispensation from the popeto marry.
Therewere several pretendersto the throne, one of whom was Philip I of Spain, nephew
of Jodo I11.

When Henrique died in 1580, a power ful Spanish army commanded by the duke of Alba
invaded Portugal and marched on Lisbon. Thisforcerouted thearmy of rival contender,
Anténio, prior of Crato and theillegitimate son of Jodo | 11's son L uis. Portugal was
annexed by Spain, and Philip 11 wasdeclared Filipe | of Portugal.

| berian Union

After Philip was declared king of Portugal, he decreed that hisnew realm would be
governed by a six-member Portuguese council; that the Portuguese corteswould meet
only in Portugal; that all civil, military, and ecclesiastical appointmentswould remain
Portuguese; and that thelanguage, judicial system, coinage, and military would remain
autonomous. Philip supported thetwo ingtitutionsin Portugal that he believed might
unitethetwo countries. the Jesuits and the Inquisition. Oneresult wasthat New
Christians wer e per secuted even more severely.

Theincorporation of Portugal into the Iberian Union was accepted by the Portuguese
nobility without much difficulty. Theroyal court had used the language and etiquette of
Castile sincethefifteenth century, and much seriouswork had been donein Castile by
Portuguese writers, who wer e conscious of belonging to a common Iberian culture. In
the countryside, however, there developed a current of resistance that took the form of a
messianic cult of the " hidden prince," Sebastido. Membersof this cult believed that
Sebadtido did not actually dieat Alcazarquivir but would return to deliver Portugal from
Spanish domination. Thiscult became deeply rooted, and over the yearsa number of
impostor s appear ed and sparked rebellions, all of which were easily put down. Tothis
day, Sebastianism (Sebastianismo), or the nostalgic longing for the unattainable, isa
continuing feature of Portugueselife.

Duringthereign of Philip 11, thetermsof the proclamation of the union of thetwo crowns
were generally upheld. With Philip'sdeath in 1598 and the ascension to the Spanish
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throne of hisson, Philip 111, much lessrespect began to be paid to the provision that
preserved Portugal'sautonomy. Philip 111 did not visit Portugal until 1619, very near the
end of hisreign, and he began to appoint Spaniardsto the sx-member gover ning council
aswell asto lesser posts. Hisson and heir, Philip 1V, had nointerest in gover nment and
consequently turned over the administration of Portugal to the duke of Olivares. The
duke alienated Portuguese of all classes, including the hispanophile dlite. In order to
prop up the waning power of the Spanish monar chy, helevied excessive taxes and troop
requisitionson Portugal to support Spanish military activities, especially against France.
Moreover, he sought to unify Portugal with Spain.

In 1637 arebellion broke out in Evora when the Spanish attempted to collect these taxes
by for ce. Portuguese nobles were summoned to Madrid and ordered to recruit soldiers
for war against France. The Portuguese nobility, encouraged by Cardinal Richeieu of
France, who promised to support a Portuguese pretender with soldiersand ships, began
to conspire againgt the Spanish. During the 1637 rebellion, the populace acclaimed Joéo,
duke of Braganca, asking. The duke, who was the nearest noble to the House of Avis,
was Portugal’'sleading aristocrat and largest landowner. The choice of the populace was
supported by the nobility, which conspired to make Jodo king. The duke, who was
cautious, initially resisted accepting the Portuguese crown, but eventually began to

equip aprivatearmy. In 1640 the Catalansrebelled against Philip IV, and, thus
encouraged, Jodo's supporter swent into action on December 1. They entered theroyal
palace and arrested Portugal’'s Spanish governor, the duchess of Mantua, a cousin of the
king of Spain. Fivedayslater, the duke of Braganca arrived in Lisbon and was crowned
asJodo |V (r. 1641-56), thusrestoring the Portuguese monar chy and founding a new
ruling dynasty, the House of Braganca.

Although Portugal's seabor ne empir e had begun to decline befor e the sixty year s of

incor poration in the lberian Union, the" Spanish captivity," asthisperiod iscalled by the
Portuguese, hastened this process. The Portuguese, who were dragged into Spain's

war swith England and Holland, began to see those two countries attack their holdingsin
Asia, aswell asin Brazil. By thetimeindependence wasregained, Portugal'sempirewas
greatly reduced, having lost its commercial monopoly in the Far East to the Dutch, and in
Indiato the English. Only theresolute action of Portuguese settlers had saved Brazil
from the Dutch, who had attacked Rio de Janeiro and Baia, and occupied Pernambuco.

Restoration

Joao 1V was proclaimed king by a cortes convoked in 164!. Faced with the general ruin of
therealm and threatsto hiscrown from Spain, hisfirst act wasto defend the kingdom.
Heimmediately created a council of war, appointed military governorsin the provinces,
recruited soldiers, rebuilt forts, and constructed an armsfoundry. At the sametime, he
vigor ously sought diplomatic recognition of his monarchy and Portugal's independence
from Spain. On June 1, 1641, Jo&o IV signed an alliance with Louis X111 of France and
soon made peace with Holland and England. By the time of hisdeath in 1656, Joao IV
had consolidated and restored the monar chy by making peace with former enemies,
recouped some lost colonial possessions, and defeated Spanish attemptsto

reincor porate Portugal into the Iberian Union.

When Jodo died, hisqueen, L uisa de Gusméo, became regent because theroyal coupl€'s
oldest son, Teod6sio, had died three year s before hisfather and their youngest son,
Afonso, was only ten yearsold. Although a diseasein infancy had left Afonso partially
paralyzed and had impaired hisinteligence, hismother succeeded in having him
proclaimed king. Afonso VI (r.1662-67) grew into a degenerate who preferred riding,
coursing bulls, and watching cockfights. Hismarriage to Marie-Francoise | sabelle of
Savoy was annulled, and, in 1667, awar e of the need for a successor, Afonso consented
to hisown abdication in favor of hisbrother, Pedro. During this period, the Portuguese
managed to fight off the last attempt by Spain to reincor porate them into the I berian
Union by defeating the Spanish invadersat Ameixial near Estremés. In 1666, three years
after thisvictory, Spain at last made peace and recognized Portugal'sindependence.
When Afonso abdicated, he was banished to Terceira ldand in the Azoresand his
brother, who had married Marie-Frangoise, assumed the regency of the throne until
Afonso'sdeath in 1683, after which heruled in hisown right asPedro |1 until 1706.
During hisregency, Pedro had given thetask of producing a coherent economic policy to
L uisde Menenses, count of Ericeira, who was appointed head of thetreasury. Known as
the" Portuguese Colbert," Ericeiraimplemented mercantilist policiesin Portugal smilar
to those of France. These policies sought to protect Portuguese industries against
foreign competition. He published lawsto enfor ce sobriety and criticized luxury. Ericeira
organized thetextileindustry and imported loomsfrom England. He stimulated the
national production of wool and silk by decreeing that only Portuguese woolens and
slkscould beworn.

Development of Brazil

Having lost the empirein Asia, Portugal's policy makersturned their attention to Brazil,
wherethey intensfied the cultivation of sugar, cotton, and spices. Thisexpansion of
agriculturerequired agreat deal of labor, which led to theimportation of davesfrom
Angola and Guinea. Amerindianswer e saved from thisfate by the Jesuits, who protected
them from endavement.

The southern part of Brazil was occupied first, and the north, later, owing to resistance
put up by Amerindiansallied with French pirates. In 1580 the Portuguese conquered
Paraiba, and, later, Sergipe. In 1603 they penetrated to Cear& and, later, to Par4, where
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they founded the city of Belém. In 1637 Pedro Teixeiralaunched a daring expedition into
the Amazon Basin, following theriver toits headwatersnear the Pacific coast. During the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, various expeditions wer e sent into theinterior,
especially at the end of the seventeenth century when gold was discover ed.

These expeditions wer e made up of adventurersknown as bandeirantes (after the
Portuguese word for flag) becausethey traveled under theflag of their leader, who took
with him kin, friends, daves, and friendly Amerindians. These expeditions, which
followed riversintotheinterior, lasted years. The most notable bandeirantes were Pais
Leme, who traveled for seven year sthroughout present-day Minas Gerais, and his son-
in-law, Manuel Borba Gato, who discover ed several sour ces of gold on the Rio das
Velhas. In addition to gold, diamonds wer e also found in abundance. The discovery of
gold and diamonds sparked a gold rush from all over theworld to Brazil and from the
central zonesto theinterior, which devastated Brazilian agriculture. The gold and
diamonds enriched the Portuguese crown and allowed it to spend lavishly on imported
goods and baroque palaces, thus destroying once again the initiatives previousy taken
for indigenous economic development.

Brazilian gold also encouraged England to updateits commercial relationswith Portugal.
The Methuen Treaty of 1703 allowed the Portuguese a prefer ential duty on wine exported
to England, in return for which Portugal removed restrictions on theimportation of
English-made goods. The Portuguese mar ket was soon absor bing 10 per cent of the
English export trade, which represented an increase of 120 per cent above the quantity of
goodsimported to Portugal beforethetreaty. Portuguese exportsto England, mainly
wine, rose by lessthan 40 per cent. Gold from Brazil wasused to pay for thistrade
imbalance.

Absolutism

Pedro Il was succeeded by Jo&o V (r.1706-50), a youth of seventeen. He was an ener getic
king who introduced absolutist ruleinto Portugal, copying the style of theroyal court of
Louis XIV of France. Brazilian gold allowed Jo&o V to spend lavishly on major
architectural works, the greatest being theroyal palace at Mafra, begun in 1717, which
sought torival the Escorial in Spain. He also endowed the University of Coimbrawith an
elegantly decorated library, and built the Aqueduct of Free Water s (Aqueduto das Aguas
Livres) that brought water to Lisbon. Jodo encour aged the development of decor ative
artssuch asfurniture design, clockmaking, and tapestry weaving. He pur sued

mer cantilist policiesto protect indigenousindustries, including paper making at L ous3,
glassmaking at Marinha Grande, and textile weaving at Covilha . He subsidized the
publication of notable works such as Caetano de Sousa's Histéria Geneol gica da Casa
Real. All in all, Jodo V animated what has been called Portugal’s second r enaissance.
Jodo V died in 1750 and was succeeded by hisson José | (r.1750-77) who was indolent
and placed thereins of government into the hands of Sebastido José de Carvalho e Meo,
later the Marquésde Pombal. A petty noble who managed to surmount Portugal’'srigid
class system by a combination of energy, intelligence, good looks, and a shrewd
marriage, Pombal becamethe veritable dictator of Portugal. Once Portugal's ambassador
to Britain and Austria, Pombal had been influenced by the ideas of the Enlightenment.
Realizing how backwar d Portugal was, he sought through a ruthlessdespotism to reform
it and create a middle class.

On themorning of November 1, 1755, a violent earthquake shook L isbon and demolished
most of the city. Thousandswerekilled in the subsequent fire and tidal wave. Pombal,
who was at Belém at the time, ener getically took appropriate measures. Heimprovised
hospitalsfor theinjured, controlled pricesfor various services, requisitioned food from
the countryside, and organized public security. He decided to rebuild the city after a
survey of theruins. Under thedirection of the architect Eugénio dos Santos and the
engineer Manuel da Maia, amaster plan for a new city wasdrawn up. The old city center
was cleared of rubble and divided into squar es of long avenues and cr oss str eets. New
buildings conforming to a standard ar chitectural style were quickly erected using the
latest construction techniques. Lisbon thus emerged from the earthquake as Europe's
first planned city. Flanked by the Praca do Rossio at one end, and the Praca do Comércio
at the other, thisquarter of the city isknown today asthe Baixa Pombalina.

For hisprompt and efficient action, Pombal was elevated to chief minister, which allowed
him to consolidate his power. Desiring to destroy all for ces within the society that could
oppose hisplansfor moder nizing Portugal, he began to systematically annihilate them,
beginning with the nobility. An attempt on thelife of the king on September 3, 1758
provided Pombal with a pretext to take action againgt the nobility. He accused many
nobles of responsibility for the attempt and arrested about 1,000 individuals. Many
confessed under brutal torture and wer e executed.

Pombal also attempted to rid Portugal of the Jesuits, whom he accused of taking part in
the attempt on the king'slife. He sear ched the houses belonging to the Jesuits,
confiscated their belongings, closed their schools, and, in 1759, expelled them from the
kingdom and its over seas possessions. I n an effort to restrain the church, Pombal broke
diplomatic relationswith the Holy Seein 1760 and imprisoned the bishop of Coimbra.
Pombal's economic policieswer e inspired by the protectionist doctrines of Colbert,
which gave royal companies monopoliesin certain fields. Following the initiativesin this
regard established by the count of Ericeira, Pombal prohibited the export of gold and
slver. In order toincrease cereal cultivation, he prohibited the growing of grapevinesin
certain areas of the country. He protected the winemaking industry by founding, in 1756,
a company with a monopoly on exporting port wine. Pombal created other companies
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with exclusiverightsto commercial activitiesin variousregions of Brazil, aswell asa
fishing and processing company for sardinesand tunain Portuguese waters. He
transformed the silk industry into atextileindustry and turned over the operation of the
glassmaking factory at Marinha Grandeto a British manager, who introduced new
manufacturing techniques.

Pombal also made notable changesin the area of education. After expelling the Jesuits
and confiscating their schools, hetook thefirst stepstoward establishing a system of
publicinstruction. He founded a commer cial school and established schools, paid for
with a special tax, in the major cities. In addition, Pombal ingtituted numer ousreforms of
the univer sity, whose decline he blamed on the Jesuits. He created two new
departments—-mathematics and philosophy--and increased the number of professorsin
the already existing departments. He put forward new methods of instruction based on
thewritings of L uis Anténio Verney and Anténio Nunesthat stressed observation and
experience, and set up laboratories, a natural history museum, a botanical garden, and
an observatory.

José | died in 1777 and was succeeded on the throne by hisdaughter Marial (r.1777-92),
who dismissed Pombal and banished him to thevillage of Pombal. She immediately freed
hundreds of prisoners, restored the old nobility to it former status, reestablished
relationswith the Holy See, revoked laws against the cler gy, abolished many of the state
companies, and generally dismantled Pombal's dictator ship. The strong, secular society
that Pombal hoped to create did not materialize, and the old social and economic order
quickly restored itself.

Peninsular Wars

The events of the French Revolution, especially theregicide of LouisXVI and theTerror,
madetherest of Europ€e s monarchsfear for their lives. The Portuguese monarchy, like
others, took measuresto prevent theinfiltration of revolutionary propagandainto the
kingdom. Marial, who suffered nightmares and fits of melancholy, imagined that shewas
damned. In 1792 sheturned thereigns of gover nment over to her second son, Joa o, who
was prince of Brazil. Asthe situation in France deteriorated, Portugal signed treaties of
mutual assistance with Britain and Spain in 1793. In the same year, the Spanish army,
reinfor ced by 6,000 Portuguese troops, attacked France acrossthe Basque frontier. In
1794 the French launched a major counterattack, which for ced the combined Spanish-
Portuguese army toretreat from French territory. The French army reached the Ebro
River and threatened Madrid.

In 1795 Spain made peace at Basdl with France without consulting the Portuguese.
Despite having fought with the Portuguese against France, the Spanish now allied
themselves with the French and signed a secret treaty at San Idelfonso in 1800. In 1801
France and Spain sent the Portuguese an ultimatum threatening to invade Portugal
unlessit abandoned itsalliance with Britain, closed itsportsto the British and opened
them to French and Spanish ships, and handed over one-quarter of itsterritory asa

guar antee for Spanish territories held by Britain. The Portugueserefused to comply, and
the Spanish marched into the Alentgoin May. After two weeks of fighting, the" War of
the Oranges," asit isknown, was concluded in 1801 at Badajoz. According to theterms
of the peacetreaty, Portugal agreed to closeits portsto British shipping, granted
commer cial concessionsto the French, paid an indemnity, and ceded Olivenga to Spain.
When Napoleon became emperor in 1804, herenewed his struggle with Britain. The
British declared a naval blockade of France, and, in retaliation, Napoleon decr eed that all
nations of Europe should break relationswith Britain. Portugal declared itself neutral in
the struggle. Napoleon ordered the Portugueseto closetheir portsto the British, which
they were prepared to doif they could without breaking relationswith their old ally. In
October 1807, Napoleon signed a treaty with Spain at Fontainebleau, accor ding to which
France and Spain agreed to invade Portugal and partition the country, one-third going to
France, one-third to Spain, and one-third to Spain's chief minister, Manue de Godoy.
On November 17, 1807, an army of French and Spanish soldiersunder the command of
the French general Andoche Junot entered Portugal and marched on Lisbon. TheBritish
werein no postion to defend their ally; consequently, the prince regent and theroyal
family left for Brazil. On November 27, Junot'sarmy took control of Lisbon.

French occupation eventually sparked rebellions among the populace, and provisional
juntaswer e organized in several cities. Thejuntain Porto, to which other local juntas
finally pledged obedience, organized an army and, with British help, was ableto defeat a
strong French forceat Lourinhd on August 21, 1808. After this defeat, the French opened
negotiationswith the Portuguese and signed the Convention of Sintra, which provided
for the evacuation of Junot'sforces. The gover nment was placed in the hands of the
juntas. In January 1809, the princeregent designated a British officer, William Carr
Beresford, to reor ganize the Portuguese army, granting him therank of marshall and
commander in chief.

In March 1809, French troops under the command of General Nicholas Soult invaded
Portugal once again. Entering the country from Galicia, they occupied Chavesand

mar ched on Porto. A combined Portuguese-British army, commanded by Sir Arthur
Welledey, pushed Soult back to Galicia and defeated another French army at Taverain
Spain, after which Welledey was made the duke of Wellington.

The expulsion of Soult'sfor ces gave the Anglo-Portuguese army timeto preparefor
Napoleon'sthird invasion, which wasordered in 1810. Thethird French army under the
command of General André Masséna entered Portugal at Guarda and marched to Viseu.
Because Wdllington's for ces held the main roads, Masséna took hisarmy acrossthe
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Bucaco M ountains and mar ched on Coimbra, which he sacked. Wellington withdrew his
army southward, luring Masséna into positionshe had prepared at Torres Vedras.
Finding the positionsimpenetrable, Masséna, far from his sour ce of supply and short of
food, withdrew hisforces. Wellington pursued M asséna and overtook him at Sabugal
wher e hisarmy was defeated. Massénaretreated from Portugal.
CONSTITUTIONALISM

Although the ideology of liberalism wasknown in Portugal in the late 1700s by way of the
American and French revolutions, it was not until after the Peninsular Warsthat it
became a for ce with which the monar chy had to contend. Freemasonry introduced by
foreign merchants played an important rolein spreading liberal doctrinesin Portugal. In
1801 there werefive Masonic templesin Lisbon, and the first Portuguese grand master
was elected in 1804. The three French invasions encour aged the spread of liberal ideas.
In 1812 Freemasons founded the Sinédrio, a secr et society that propagated revolutionary
ideas. Radical ideas wer e also discussed by Portuguese who lived in London or Paris
wherethey had observed and been influenced by the functioning of the British and
French systems. Newspaper sand pamphlets, despite the vigilance of the crown's
censorsand police, were smuggled into Portugal and widely read by a small and
increasingly important educated elite, called the afrancesados, who wanted to
reconstruct Portugal on the French modd. After the Peninsular Wars, the exiles
themselvesreturned to Portugal and began to agitate for a constitutional monar chy. One
of these was General Gomes Freire Andrade, the grand master of Portuguese Masons,
who becametheleader of liberalsin Portugal. Theliberalswere eventually to be
successful because of a crisisof royal leader ship.

Revolution of 1820

In 1816 Marial, after twenty-four yearsof insanity, died and the prince regent was
proclaimed Jo&o VI (r.1816-26). The new king, who had acquired a court and gover nment
in Brazil and afollowing among the Brazilians, did not immediately return to Portugal,
and liberals continued to agitate against the monar chy. In May 1817, General Gomes
Freire Andrade was arrested on treason charges and hanged, as wer e eleven alleged
accomplices. Beresford, who was still commander in chief of the Portuguese army, was
popularly blamed for the har shness of the sentences, which aggravated unrest in the
country. Themost active center of Portuguese liberalism was Porto, wherethe Sinédrio
was situated and quickly gaining adherents. In March 1820, Beresford went to Brazil to
persuadetheking to return to thethrone. His departure allowed the influence of the
liberalsto grow within the army, which had emerged from the Peninsular Warsas
Portugal's strongest institution. On August 24, 1820, regimentsin Porto revolted and
established a provisional junta that assumed the gover nment of Portugal until a cortes
could be convoked to write a congtitution. Theregency was bypassed because it was
unableto copewith Portugal'sfinancial crisis, and Beresford was not allowed to enter
the country when hereturned from Brazil.

In December 1820, indirect electionswere held for a constitutional cortes, which
convened in January 1821. The deputieswere mostly constitutional monar chists. They
elected aregency to replacethe provisonal junta, abolished seigniorial rightsand the
Inquisition, and, on September 23, approved a congtitution. At the sametime, Jodo VI
decided to return to Portugal, leaving hisson Pedroin Brazil. Upon hisarrival in Lisbon,
Jodo swor e an oath to uphold the new congtitution. After hisdeparturefrom Brazil,
Brazilian liberals, inspired by the independence of the United Statesand the
independence strugglesin the neighboring Spanish colonies, began to agitate for
freedom from Portugal. Brazilian independence was proclaimed on October 12, 1822,
with Pedro as congtitutional emperor.

The congtitution of 1822 ingtalled a congtitutional monar chy in Portugal. It declared that
sover eignty rested with the nation and established three branches of government in
classical liberal fashion. L egidative power was exercised by a directly elected,
unicameral Chamber of Deputies; executive power wasvested in theking and his
secretaries of state; and judicial power wasin the hands of the courts. The king and his
secretaries of state had no representation in the chamber and no power to dissolveit.
Two broad divisions emerged in Portuguese society over the issue of the constitution.
On the one hand weretheliberalswho defended it, and on the other, theroyalistsswho
favored absolutism. Thefirst reaction to the new liberal regime surfaced in February 1823
in Tras-os-Montes wher e the count of Amarante, aleading absolutist, led an insurrection.
Later, in May, Amarante once again sounded the call to arms, and an infantry regiment
roseat VilaFrancade Xira, just north of Lisbon. Some of the Lisbon garrison joined the
absolutists, asdid the king'syounger brother, Migud, who had refused to swear to
uphold the congtitution. After the Vilafrancada, asthe uprisngisknown, Miguel was
made generalissmo of thearmy. In April 1824, Migud led a new revolt--the Abrilada--
which sought to restor e absolutism. Jo&o, supported by Beresford, who had been
allowed toreturn to Portugal, dismissed Miguel from hispost as generalissmo and
exiled him to France. The constitution of 1822 was suspended, and Portugal was

gover ned under Joao's moder ate absolutism until hedied in 1826.

War of the Two Brothers

Joao'sdeath created a problem of royal succession. Therightful heir to thethronewas
his eldest son, Pedro, emperor of Brazil. Neither the Portuguese nor the Brazilians
wanted a unified monar chy; consequently, Pedro abdicated the Portuguese crown in

favor of hisdaughter, Maria da Gloria, a child of seven, on the condition that when of age
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shemarry hisbrother, Migud. In April 1826, as part of the succession settlement, Pedro
granted a new congtitution to Portugal, known asthe Congtitutional Charter. Pedro
returned to Brazil leaving thethroneto Maria, with Miguel asregent.

The Congtitutional Charter attempted to reconcile absolutistsand liberals by allowing
both factionsarolein gover nment. Unlike the constitution of 1822, this document
established four branches of government. Thelegidaturewasdivided into two
chambers. Theupper chamber, the Chamber of Peers, was composed of lifeand
hereditary peersand clergy appointed by the king. Thelower chamber, the Chamber of
Deputies, was composed of 111 deputies elected to four-year termsby the indirect vote
of local assemblies, which in turn wer e elected by per sons meeting certain tax-paying
and property-owning requirements. Judicial power was exer cised by the courts;
executive power by the ministersof the government; and moder ative power by theking,
who held an absolute veto over all legidation.

The absolutists, however, were not satisfied with this compromise, and they continued to
regard Miguel asthe legitimate successor to the throne because he was Portuguese
wher eas Pedro was Brazilian. In February 1828, Miguel returned to Portugal to takethe
oath of allegianceto the charter and assumethe regency. He wasimmediately
proclaimed king by hissupporters. Although it initially appeared that Miguel would abide
by the charter, pressure mounted for areturn to absolutism. A month after hisreturn,
Miguel dissolved the Chamber of Deputies and the Chamber of Peersand, in May,
summoned thetraditional cortesof thethree estates of therealm to proclaim his
accession to absolute power. The Cortes of 1828 assented to Miguel'swish, proclaiming
him king asMiguel | and nullifying the Congtitutional Charter.

Thisusur pation did not go unchallenged by theliberals. On May 18, thegarrison in Porto
declared itsloyalty to Pedro, Maria da Gléria, and the Congtitutional Charter. The
rebellion against the absolutists spread to other cities. Miguel suppressed these
rebellions, and many thousands of liberalswere either arrested or fled to Spain and
Britain. Therefollowed five years of repression.

In Brazil, meanwhile, relations between Pedro and Brazil's palitical leader shad become
strained. In 1831 Pedro abdicated in favor of hisson, Pedro 11, and sailed for Britain. He
organized a military expedition there and then went to the Azor es, which werein the
hands of the liberals, to set up a government in exilein March 1831. In July 1832, Pedro
occupied Porto, which was subsequently besieged by the absolutists. In June 1833, the
liberals, till encircled at Porto, sent a force commanded by the duke of Terceiratothe
Algarve. At the sametime, aliberal squadron defeated the absolutists fleet near Cabo
Sao Vincente. Terceiralanded at Faro and marched north through the Alentg o to capture
Lisbon on July 24. A stalemate of nine months ensued. The absolutists controlled the
rural areas, wherethey were supported by the aristocracy and the peasantry. Theliberals
occupied Portugal'smajor cities, Lisbon and Porto, wher ethey commanded a sizeable
following among the middle classes. Finally, the Miguelistslifted their siege of Porto and
mar ched on Lisbon, but they wer e defeated at Evora-Monte. Peace was declared in May
1834, and Miguel, guaranteed an annual pension, was banished from Portugal, never to
return. Pedrorestored the Congtitutional Charter.

Moderatevs. Radical Liberals

Pedro survived hisvictory by lessthan three months. After hisdeath, fifteen-year-old
Mariada Gloriawas proclaimed queen asMariall (r.1834-53). Despitetheir victory over
the absolutists, the liber als wer e themselves divided between moder ates, who supported
the principles of the charter, and radicals, who wanted a return to the constitution of
1822. Maria'sfirst government was made up of moder ates headed by the duke of
Palmela, whose gover nment collapsed in May 1835. He was succeeded by the duke of
Saldanha, whose gover nment fell in May 1836. In July 1836, radicals wer e elected from
Porto by advocating a return to the constitution of 1822 asa way of resolving Portugal's
economic crisis. When these deputiesarrived in Lisbon, they were met by
demonstrations supporting their cause. The following day, the moder ate liberal

gover nment collapsed and, in September, the radicals, led by Manuel da Silva Passos,
formed a new government. Theradicalsnullified the Constitutional Charter and
reestablished the constitution of 1822 until it could berevised by a constituent cortesto
makeit more compatible with changed social and economic circumstances.

Theactions of theradicalsresulted in aviolent reaction from the moder ates, who saw
their power threatened and consdered the charter the symbol of theliberal victory in the
War of Two Brothers. Asa compromise, the Congtituent Assembly, convoked in March
1838, attempted to reconcile the constitution of 1822 and the Congtitutional Charter. In
April 1838, Portugal'sthird constitution was approved. The document abolished theroyal
moder ative power and returned to liberalism's classical tripartite divison of gover nment
into legidative, executive, and judicial branches. It reaffirmed, asdid the 1822
constitution, that sovereignty rested with the nation. It abolished the Chamber of Peers
and substituted a Chamber of Senators, and it established direct eection of the Chamber
of Deputies, although only selected citizens wer e allowed to vote. The monarch'srole
was enhanced and the Chamber of Senatorswasrestricted to leading citizens, or
notables.

Theradicals, now called Septemberists after the September 1836 revolution, held office
until June 1841. On that date, they werereplaced in a bloodless coup d'état by

moder ates, who abolished the 1838 congtitution and restored the charter. Anténio
Bernardo da Costa Cabral, who organized and led therevolt, took various measures
designed to reform Portugal’s political, economic, and social systems. Some of these
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measur es, especially new sanitary regulationsthat prohibited burialsin churchyards,
stirred therural countryside, still Migudlist, into active resistance against theliberal
government in Lisbon.

Thewomen of the Minho region, who had traditionally played an important rolein
churchyard burials, began to demonstrate against the authorities. Supported by therural
nobility and clergy, the Maria da Fontes, asthis movement was called, spread throughout
therural north. Unableto suppressit by force, the government of Costa Cabral fell on
May 20, 1846. The new gover nment, a confusing hodgepodge of radicals and moder ates,
rescinded the cemetery regulations. The government divided when the duke of Palmela,
who wasits prime minister, called for new electionsin October, hoping to unitethe
moder ates, themselves divided into two factions. This sparked areaction by the
Septemberists, who were particularly strong in Porto, wherethey rebelled and set up a
provisonal junta. Theduke of Saldanha, Palmela'sreplacement, attempted without
successto suppressthe Septemberist rebellion, which by now had spread beyond Porto
to other areas. With the country on the brink of a second civil war, Queen Maria sought
help from the Quadruple Alliance, consisting of Britain and France, aswell as Spanish
and Portuguese liberal elements. After the alliance imposed a naval blockade and sent
troops, the Septemberists capitulated, Saldanha resigned, and a peace agr eement was
signed on June 29, 1847. Costa Cabral returned to power.

Rotativismo

In 1851 Saldanha staged a revolt and, supported by the garrison in Porto, gained control
of the government and sent Costa Cabral into exile. Saldanha and hisfollowerswere
called Regener ator s because they recognized the need to modify the charter to makeiit
mor e compatiblewith the social and political situation. These modifications appeared as
amendments, the first of which wasa new electoral law that made the franchise more
acceptableto the Septemberists. Gradually, gover nment became stabilized. The
Septemberistsbegan to bereferred to asHistoricalsand, later, Progressives.

The Regeneratorsand Progressives were not political partiesin today's sense of the
term. The electorate comprised lessthan 1 percent of the population; therefore, the
Regenerators and Progressives wer e essentially loose coalitions of notables, or leading
citizens, based on per sonal loyaltiesand local interests. Electionswere held after a
changein gover ning factionsto provide the new faction with amajority in thelegidature.
By tacit agreement, one faction would govern aslong asit was able and then turn over
power tothe other. After 1856 this practice of alter nating factions at regular intervals,
called rotativismo, was all but institutionalized and produced reatively stable
government until the end of the nineteenth century.

Portuguese Africa

With the advent of rotativismo and subsequent political stability, the attention of Portugal
turned toward its colonial possessionsin Africa. In East Africa, the chief settlement was
Mozambique Idand, but therewaslittle control over the estates of the mainland where
Portuguese of mixed ancestry ruled asfeudal potentates. In West Africa, the most
important settlements wer e L uanda and Benguela on the Angolan coast, linked to Brazil
by the dave trade conducted through the African idand of S8o Tomé. It wasduringthis
period that the Portuguese began to send expeditionsinto theinterior.

In 1852 Antonio Francisco Silva Porto explored theinterior of Angola. In 1877 a scientific
expedition led by Hermenegildo Capelo and Roberto | vens, two naval officers, and
Alexandre Serpa Pinto, an army major, departed from Luanda and traveled to the Bié
region in central Angola, wherethey separated. Serpa Pinto explored the headwater s of
the Cuanza River in Angola and followed the cour se of the Zambezi River to Victoria Falls
in present-day Zimbabwe. Exploring areas now part of South Africa, he crossed the
Transvaal and arrived in Natal in 1879. In 1884 Capelo and | vens departed from

M ogamades on the coast of Angola and crossed the continent through entirely
unexplored territory, arriving at Quelimane on the east coast of Mozambiquein 1885. In
the sameyear, Serpa Pinto and Augusto Cardoso explored theterritory around Lake
Nyassa. Various Portuguese, such as Paiva de Andrade and Anténio Maria Car doso,
explored theinterior of M ozambique.

Despite Portugal's historical claim to the Congo region, the colonial ambitions of the
great power s of the day--Britain, France, and Ger many--gaveriseto disputes about its
owner ship. Portugal therefore proposed an international conferenceto resolvethe
disputed claim to the Congo. This conference, which met in Berlin in 1884-85, awar ded
the Congo to the king of Belgium and established the principlethat in order for aclaim to
African territory to bevalid, the claimant had to demonstrate " effective occupation,” not
historical rights. The Berlin Conference, asit isknown, resulted in the partition of Africa
among the European power's, and awar ded Portugal M ozambique, Angola, and Guinea.
In 1886 Portugal signed two treatiesthat delimited the boundaries between Portuguese
territoriesand those of France and Germany. France and Germany recognized Portugal's
right to exercise sovereignty in theinterior territory between M ozambique and Angola.
Thisclaim wasrepresented on a map, annexed to thetreaty with France, on which the
claimed territory was colored red. In order to validate this claim, the Portuguese
published the " rose-colored map" and organized successive expeditionsinto theinterior
between M ozambique and Angola. M eanwhile, the British were also exploring the
territory from south to north under the auspices of Cecil Rhodes, who had designs on
theterritory for the construction of arailroad that would run from Cape Town through
central Africato Cairo.
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Portugal protested against the activities of the British in what they considered to betheir
territory. TheBritish, having signed a number of treatieswith African chiefs, claimed that
theterritory wasunder their protection and refused to recognize the rose-colored map.
Moreover, they said theterritory was not Portuguese because Portugal had not
effectively occupied it asrequired by the terms of the Berlin Conference. Portugal
proposed that the conflicting claims beresolved through arbitration. Britain refused and
sent the Portuguese an ultimatum, on January 11, 1890, demanding the withdrawal of all
Portuguese for cesfrom the disputed territory. Portugal, faced with the armed might of
the British, complied.

Theultimatum of 1890 caused astonishment and indignation in Lisbon. Asaresult, the
Progressive gover nment fell and a non-party gover nment cameto power. The ultimatum
was strongly denounced by Portugal's growing band of republicans, who had or ganized
themselvesinto aformal party in 1878. The republicans based their appealson crude
nationalism and played on thefears of many that a continuation of the inept gover nment
of theliberalswould make Portugal either a British colony or a province of Spain.
Teachers, journalists, small-business persons, clerks, and artisans were drawn to
republicanism, with itsappealsto nationalism, univer sal suffrage, separation of church
and state, and the abolition of the monar chy and nobility, which were seen asirrational
ingtitutionsthat sapped the strength of Portugal.

The appeal of republicanism was also enhanced by the collapse of rotativismo. After
1890 the system ceased to function smoothly. Conflicts between the Regener ator s and
Historicals, formerly settled in secret, were brought into the open in an effort to generate
public support for the system. But open debate proved to be unsettling in Portugal's
depoaliticized society. By 1906 neither faction could attain a parliamentary majority. In
that year, the republicans managed to elect from Lisbon four deputies who proceeded to
create tumultuous scenesin parliament. In May 1907, the Situation came to a standtill.
Theking, Carlos| (r.1889-1908), dissolved parliament and gaveto Jodo Franco, a
conservativereformist who had bolted from the Regeneratorsto form hisown party, the
power to govern by decree. Jodo Franco's dictator ship was condemned by all political
parties, and the republicans attempted an unsuccessful coup d'état. A crackdown on the
republican movement followed. On February 1, 1908, the king and the royal family were
attacked by two disgruntled republicans asthey crossed the Praca do Comér cio by open
landau. The king and hisyoungest son wereKkilled, and his oldest son, Manue, survived
a bullet wound in thearm. Manuel, who was eighteen at the time, became king as Manuel
I (r.1908-10).

In an effort to salvage the monar chy, Jo&o Franco stepped down as prime minister and
went into exile. New electionswer e held, but factionalism among the Regener atorsand
Historicals prevented the formation of a stable gover nment even after six attempts. On
October 1, 1910, the appearancein Portugal of the presdent of the Brazilian republic
after avisit to Germany provided a pretext for extensive republican demonstrations. On
October 3, thearmy refused to put down a mutiny on Portuguese war shipsanchored in
the estuary of the Tagusand took up positionsaround Lisbon. On October 4, when two
of the war ships began to shell theroyal palace, Manuel |1 and theroyal family fled to
Britain. On October 5, a provisonal republican gover nment was or ganized with thewriter

TheFirst Republic

In May 1911, the provisional government held electionsfor the Constituent Assembly,
which undertook to write a new congtitution. Thisdocument, which appeared on August
21, abolished the monar chy and inaugurated Portugal’sfirst republican government. The
constitution secularized the state by disestablishing the church, forbidding rdigious
ingtruction in the public schools, and prohibiting the military from taking part in religious
observances. It granted workerstheright to strike and opened the civil serviceto merit
appointments. The blue and white flag of the monar chy wasreplaced with one of red and
green, embellished with an armillary spherein gold.

The congtitution vested legidative power in a bicameral Congress of the Republic. The
upper house, called the Senate, wasindirectly elected from local gover nmentsfor six-
year terms; thelower house, or Chamber of Deputies, was directly elected for three-year
terms. Executive power was vested in a cabinet and prime minister responsibleto the
Congress, which also chose the president of the republic, the nominal head of state. The
Constituent Assembly became the first Congress by electing one-third of its membersto
the Senate; the remaining two-thirds congtituted the Chamber of Deputies.

The Portuguese Republican Party (Partido Republicano Portugués--PRP) was Portugal's
first political party in the modern sense of theterm. Although its base of support was
primarily urban, the PRP had a nationwide or ganization that extended into therural
areas. It did not remain unified, however. In 1911 moder ate and radical republican
deputiesdivided over the election by the Congtituent Assembly of the new president of
therepublic. The candidate of theradical republicans, led by Afonso Costa, was defeated
by the candidate of the moder ates, led by Manud Brito Camacho and Anténio Jose de
Almeida, who opposed Costa'sintransigent republicanism and fear ed that he would gain
control of the new government. The split widened at the PRP Congressin October 1911
when the moder ates wher e hooted down and left in disgust. The moder ates then for med
the Republican National Union (Uni&o Nacional Republicana--UNR), the directorate
consisting of Camacho, Almeida, and Aresta Branco. The UNR was essentially a per sonal
clique of several moder ate leader s whose pur pose wasto get through parliament a
program that would mitigate theimpact of the moreradical republican government. After
this breakup, the PRP became known asthe Democr atic Party (Partido Democr atico--
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PD).

In February 1912, the UNR leader ship itself split into two republican splinter parties. The
immediate cause of therift was disagreement over the UNR program and rivalry between
Camacho and Almeida. Therump, led by Camacho, wasrenamed the Republican Union
(Unido Republicana--UR), and its member s became known as Unionists. The other group,
led by Almeida, was called the Republican Evolutionist Party (Partido Republicano
Evolucionista- -PRE), and its follower s became known as Evolutionists. The program of
the PRE was quite smilar to that of the UR, but it urged a policy of moder ation and
conciliation and advocated proportional representation and revision of intolerant laws.
The splintering of the original PRP, personalism, and petty squabbles produced acute
gover nmental instability during the First Republic. In itsfifteen yearsand eight months of
existence, there wer e seven electionsfor the Congress, eight for the presidency, and
forty-five gover nments. Instability was also encour aged by the gover nment'stotal
dependency upon the Congress, where no stable majority could be organized. This
political turmoil led to several periodsof military ruleduring the First Republic and
eventually to itsoverthrow.

In January 1915, senior military officers, who wer e becoming increasingly alienated from
therepublic, imposed a period of military rule at Presdent Manuel de Arriaga'srequest.
In May of the same year, however, prorepublican junior officersand sergeantsreturned
the gover nment to civilians and held new elections. The PD, led by Afonso Costa, won
theday.

In 1916 Prime Minister Costa, who feared that a German victory in World War | would
mean theloss of Portugal's African colonies of M ozambique and Angola, sent an
expeditionary for ce of 40,000 men to fight on the side of the Allies. Poorly trained and
equipped, the for ce suffered horrendous casualtiesin Flanders. Thisdebacle, aswell as
sever e food shortages caused by the war mabilization, paved the way for a second
military intervention in December 1917, led by Major Sidénio Pais. Pais, who had held a
diplomatic post in Prussia some year s befor e, was sympathetic to Germany and
antiliberal. Hewas an ener getic, charismatic individual who sought to build a broadly
based popular following. Gradually, however, he cameto rely on upper-class youths,
young army officers, students, and sons of big landowner s, who wer e antiliberal and
traditionalist. In December 1918, Pais was assassinated by a radical republican corporal
recently returned from the front. Portugal's gover nment wasr eturned to civilians.
Political instability continued under civilian government. A small-scale civil war erupted
in northern Portugal asmonar chistsled by Henrique Paiva Coucier o attempted to restore
the monarchy. A wave of violence swept the country, and leading republican figures,
including the prime minister, were murdered. Political ingtability and violence brought
economic lifeto a standtill. The middle class, which had initially supported therepublic,
began to turn toward traditional values asliberal and republican ideals wereincreasingly
discredited.

By 1925 the republic had becomethe butt of ridicule and cynicism. It never satisfactorily
resolved its dispute with the church, against which some of itsfirst legidation had been
directed. Official anticlericism madeit impaossible for many to accept the republic and
stimulated the development of a palitically involved Catholic intelligentsiain opposition
tothe parliamentary regime. The apparitionsat Fatimain 1917 occurred at the height of
PrimeMinister Costa’'santiclerical campaign. Those dissatisfied with the republic viewed
the authoritarian gover nments established in Italy (in 1922) and Spain (in 1923) as
attractive alternatives.

Many military officers, despitetheir previous negative experiencesin gover nment,
thought that only they could save Portugal from disintegration. Their inclination to
intervene once again was heightened by grievances over low pay and poor equipment.
During thelast thirteen months of the republic, there werethree attemptsto overturn the
regime. Thelast of these was successful. On May 26, 1926, General Manuel Gomes da
Costa, the coup d'état'sleader selected by the young officer swho had organized it,
announced from Braga hisintention to march on Lisbon and take power. This
announcement was followed by a massive military uprising that met littleresistance. On
May 28, General Gomes da Costa symbolically entered Lisbon, a dramatic gesture
emulating Benito Mussolini's march on Romein 1922. Prime Minister Antonio Maria da
Silvaresigned on May 29, and the First Republic was ended.

Military Dictator ship

The coup d'état was bloodless because no military units cameto the aid of the
government. On May 30, the president of therepublic, Bernardino Machado, turned the
reins of power over to Commander José M endes Cabecadas, a naval officer and staunch
republican, not to General Gomesda Costa, thetitular leader of the military uprising.
Thisresulted in two months of behind-the- scenesinfighting among various factions of
the military. The promonar chist tendency within the May 28 M ovement, asthe coup was
called, allied itself with right-wing but not necessarily monar chist junior officerswho
wanted some form of authoritarian state. In the hope of preventing theriseof a

monar chist or authoritarian regime, M endes Cabegadasformed a joint gover nment with
Gomesda Costa on June 1. On June 17, Gomes da Costa ousted M endes Cabecadas and
hisfollower sfrom the provisional government. General da Costa's supremacy was
temporary; hetoo was ousted on July 9. On the same day, General Oscar Fragoso
Carmona was named head of the military government.

Themilitary government was now in the hands of monar chistsand authoritarian officers,
and it seemed asif arestoration of the monar chy would follow. Thiswasnot to be,
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however, because of the reaction that such an outcome could have provoked among a
substantial number of republicanswithin the officer corps. Carmona, who was both a
republican and a devout Cathalic, was acceptable to a broad range of views. He car efully
preserved a balance between pro- and antimonar chists and pro- and anticlerical officers
in order to ensurethat the military regimewould survive. On March 25, 1928, General
Carmonawas elected to the presidency of therepublic and appointed Colonel José
Vicente de Freitas, a staunch republican, as prime minister, which virtually assured that
the monar chy was not going to berestored, at least not during the military dictator ship.
Carmona named Anténio de Oliveira Salazar, a professor of political economy at the
University of Coimbra, as minister of finance. Salazar accepted the post on April 27,
1928, only after he had demanded and had been granted complete control over the
expenditures of all government ministries. In hisfirst year at the Ministry of Finance, he
not only balanced the budget but achieved a surplus, thefirst since 1913. He
accomplished thisfeat by centralizing financial control, improving revenue collection,
and cutting public expenditures. Salazar remained minister of financeasmilitary prime
minister s came and went. From hisfirst successful year as minister of finance, Salazar
gradually cameto embody thefinancial and palitical solution to the turmoil of the military
dictator ship, which had not produced a clear leader. Salazar easily over shadowed
military primeministersand gradually gained the allegiance of Portugal'syoung
intellectuals and military officers, who identified with hisauthoritarian, antiliberal,
anticommunist view of thewor|d. Moreover, Salazar's ascendancy was welcomed by the
church, which saw in him a savior from the anticlericalism of therepublicans. It wasalso
welcomed by the upper classes of landowner s, businessmen, and bankers, who were
grateful for hissuccessin stabilizing the economy after thefinancial crisisof the First
Republic.

The New State

As Salazar cameto be seen asthe civilian mainstay of the military dictator ship, he
increasingly took it upon himself to lay out the country's palitical future. He set forth his
plansin two key speeches, one on May 28, 1930, and the other on July 30 of the same
year. In thefirst, he spoke of the need for a new constitution that would create a strong
authoritarian political order, which he dubbed the New State (Estado Novo). In the
second, he announced hisintention to establish such a state. The military approved of
Salazar's speeches, and on July 5, 1932, after the collective resignation of the

gover nment of General Julio Domingos de Oliveira, which had cometo power two years
earlier, hewas appointed prime minister.

Salazar came from a peasant background. He had studied for the priesthood before
turning to economics at the Univer sity of Coimbra, where hereceived hisdoctoratein
1918 and afterward taught. While a faculty member, he earned areputation asa scholar
and awriter, aswell asaleader in Catholic intellectual and political movements. After
taking up thereins of government, heretained his professorial style, lecturing the
cabinet, hispolitical followers, and the nation. Salazar never married and lived
ascetically. A skillful political manipulator with a capacity for ruthlessness, hewasa
respected rather than apopular figure.

Theperiod of trandtion to theauthoritarian republic promised after the military takeover
in 1926 ended in 1933 with the adoption of a new constitution. The 1933 congtitution,
dictated by Salazar, created the New State, in theory a cor porate state r epresenting
interest groupsrather than individuals. The congtitution provided for a president directly
elected for a seven-year term and a prime minister appointed by and responsibleto the
president. Theredationship of the office of prime minister to the presidency was an
ambiguous one. Salazar, continuing as prime minister, was head of gover nment. He

exer cised executive and legidative functions, controlled local administration, police, and
patronage, and was leader of the National Union (Uni&o Nacional--UN), an umbréla group
for supportersof theregimeand the only legal palitical organization.

Thelegidature, called the National Assembly, wasrestricted to members of the UN. It
could initiate legidation but only concer ning matter sthat did not requir e gover nment
expenditures. The parallel Corporative Chamber included representatives of cultural and
professional groups and of the official workers syndicatesthat replaced freetrade
unions.

Women wer e given thevote for thefirst time, but literacy and property qualifications
limited the enfranchised segment of the population to about 20 per cent, somewhat

higher than under the parliamentary regime. Electionswere held regularly, without
opposition.

In 1945 Salazar introduced so-called democr atic measur es, including an amnesty for
political prisonersand aloosening of censor ship, that were believed by liberalsto
represent a move toward demaocr atic gover nment. In the parliamentary eection that year,
the opposition formed the broadly based M ovement of Democratic Unity (Movimento de
Unidade Democr atica--M UD), which brought democratstogether with fascists and
communists. The opposition withdrew befor e the election, however, charging that the
gover nment intended to manipulate votes. General Norton de M atos, a candidate who
had opposed Carmonain the 1949 presidential election, pulled out on the same grounds.
In 1958 the eccentric General Humberto Delgado ran against the official candidate,
Admiral Américo Tomas, representing the UN. Delgado pointedly campaigned on the
issue of replacing Salazar and won 25 per cent of the vote. After the election, therules
were altered to providefor thelegidatureto choose the president.
Salazar'swas a low-keyed personalist rule. The New State was hisand not aforum for a
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party or ideology. Although intensely patriotic, he was cynical about the Portuguese
national character that in hismind made the people easy prey for demagogues. He
avoided opportunitiesto paliticize public life and appear ed uncomfortable with the
political groupsthat were eventually introduced to mobilize opinion on the sde of the
regime'spolicies. Politicsin Salazar's Portugal consisted of balancing power blocs

within the country--the military, busnessand commer ce, landholder s, colonial interests,
and the church. All political partieswerebanned. The UN, officially a civic association,
encour aged public apathy rather than political involvement. Itsleader ship was composed
of asmall palitical and commer cial dite, and contactswithin ruling circleswere usually
made on an informal, personal bass, rather than through official channels. Within the
circle, it was possible to discuss and criticize policy, but no channelsfor expression
existed outsidethecircle.

The UN had no guiding philosophy apart from support for Salazar. Thetenetsof the
regime wer e said to be authoritarian gover nment, patriotic unity, Christian morality, and
thework ethic. Despite a great deal of deference paid to thetheory of the cor por ate state,
these tenets wer e essentially the extent of the regime' sideological content. Although the
regimeindulged in ralliesand youth movementswith the trappings of fascist salutesand
paraphernalia, it was satisfied to direct public enthusiasm into " fado, Fatima, and
football" --music, religion, and sports.

A devout Roman Catholic, Salazar sought a rapprochement with the church in Portugal.
A concor dat with the Vatican in 1940 reintroduced state aid to Roman Catholic education,
but Salazar resisted involving the church--which he called " the great sour ce of our
national life" --in political questions. His policieswere aimed essentially at healing the
divisions caused within Portuguese society by generations of anticlericalism. Although
the church had consistently supported Salazar, the regime came under increasing
criticism by progressive elementsin the clergy in the 1960s. One such incident led to the
expulsion of the bishop of Porto.

Whatever may be said of his palitical methods, Salazar had an exceptional grasp of the
techniques of fiscal management and, within the limitsthat he had set for theregime, his
program of economic recovery succeeded. Portugal'soverriding problem in 1926 had
been its enormous public debt. Salazar's solution wasto achieve financial solvency by
balancing the national budget and reducing exter nal debt. Thissolution required a strong
government capable of cutting public expenditures and reducing domestic consumption
by raising taxes and controlling credit and trade. In afew years Salazar singlemindedly
achieved a solvent currency, afavorable balance of trade, and surplusesboth in foreign
reservesand in the national budget.

Thebulk of the Portuguese remained among the poor est peoplein Europe, however. The
austerity that Salazar'sfiscal and economic policies demanded weighed most heavily on
theworking classand therural poor, forestalling the development that would raisetheir
standar ds of living. Outsidethe cities, traditional patternsof life persisted, especially in
the conservative north, which had been stabilized by evenly distributed poverty and was
a stronghold of support for theregime. To create an atmospher e of rising expectations
without having the meansto satisfy them, Salazar argued, would return the country to
the chaotic conditions Portugal had known earlier in the century.

Stable gover nment and a solvent economy would eventually attract foreign investment
regardless of the attitude abroad to the natur e of Salazar'sregime. Cheap labor and the
promise of competitive pricesfor Portuguese-made goods provided an incentive for
investment, particularly in labor-intensive production, which was becoming uneconomic
in Northern Europe. Priority was given, however, to colonial development. Salazar
insisted that the over seasterritories be madeto pay for themselves and also to provide
thetrade surplusesrequired by Portugal to import the essentialsthat it could not
produceitself. In essence, he updated Portuguese mer cantilist policy: colonial goods
wer e sold abroad to create a surplusat home.

Intheyearsbefore World War 11, Salazar cultivated good relationswith all major powers
except the former Soviet Union. Intent on preserving Portuguese neutr ality, he had
entered into a noninter vention convention with the Eur opean power sduring the Spanish
Civil War (1936-39); however, Soviet activity in Spain and the leftward cour se of the
Spanish Republic persuaded him to support Francisco Franco's nationalists, with whom
mor e than 20,000 Portuguese volunteer s served. Thewar in Spain also prompted Salazar
to mobilize a palitical militia, the Portuguese L egion, as a counterweight to the army.
Although he admired Benito Mussolini for his equitable settlement of Italy's church-state
conflict, Salazar found the" pagan” elementsin German nazism repugnant. He opposed
appeasement, protested the German invasion of Poland in 1939, and would appear to
have been among thefirst, with Winston Chur chill, to express confidencein ultimate
Allied victory asearly as 1940. Portugal remained neutral during World War 11, but the
Anglo-Portuguese alliance was kept intact, Britain pledging to protect Portuguese
neutrality. The United Statesand Britain were granted basesin the Azores after 1943, and
Portuguese colonial products--copper and chromium--werefunneled into Allied war
production. Macau and Timor were occupied by Japan from 1941 to 1945.

Portugal became a charter member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in
1949, and in 1971 Lisbon became headquartersfor NATO'sIberian Atlantic Command
(IBERLANT). Portugal also maintained a defensive military alliance (the I berian Pact, also
known asthe Treaty of Friendship and Nonaggression) with Spain that dated from 1939.
Admission to the United Nations (UN) was blocked by the Soviet Union until 1955. In 1961
Indian armed for cesinvaded and seized Goa, which had been Portuguese since 1510.
Into the early twentieth century, the European settler communitiesin Portuguese Africa
had virtual autonomy, and colonial administrations wer e per petually bankrupt. Lisbon's
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concern in Angola and M ozambique wasto make good the Portuguese claim to those
territories, and pacification of theinterior was still underway in the 1930s. Control over
the colonies wastightened under Salazar.

The Colonial Act of 1930 stated that Portugal and its colonies wer e inter dependent
entities. The New State insisted on increased production and better marketing of colonial
goodsto makethe overseasterritories self-supporting and to halt thedrain on the
Portuguesetreasury for their defense and maintenance. New land was opened for
settlement, and emigration to the colonies was encour aged.

Portugal ignored the UN declaration on colonialism in 1960, which called on the colonial
power sto relinquish control of dependent territories. Angola, M ozambique, and Guinea
wer e made provinces with the same status asthose in metropolitan Portugal by
congtitutional amendment in 1951. Armed resistance to the Portuguese colonial
administration broke out in Angolain 1961 and had spread by 1964 to M ozambique and
Guinea. By 1974 Portugal had committed approximately 140,000 troops, or 80 percent of
itsavailable military for ces, to Africa; some 60 per cent of these were African. Portuguese
combat casualtieswereréatively light, and fighting consisted of small-unit action in
border areasfar from population centers. Only in Guinea did rebd troops control
substantial territory. Portuguese for ces appear ed to have contained theinsurgencies,
and although lar ge number s of troopswererequired to hold theterritory, Portugal
seemed to some obser ver s capable of sustaining military activity in Africa indefinitely.
These same obser ver s consider ed that, from a military standpoint, the war s had been
won.

Thewarsdid not interrupt the colonial production on which Portuguese economic
stability depended. Indeed, they had provided a windfall to economic development in
Angola and M ozambique, both with lar ge settler communities. A largerural development
project was underway in the Cahora Bassa region of M ozambique, aswasthe
exploitation of il in Cabinda enclave near Angola. Mor e colonial income was being
diverted into social servicesfor Africansand Europeans, and in areas of medicineand
education better facilities wer e thought to be available in Luanda and L ourenco Marques
(now Maputo) than in Lisbon. However, forced native labor remained a factor in the
economic development of Portuguese Africa into the 1960s. Foreign investment capital
often cameto the colonies from countries whose gover nments had officially condemned
Portuguese colonialism.

No one except Pombal left so broad a mark on modern Portuguese history as Salazar .
For nearly forty years, he completely dominated Portuguese gover nment and politics. His
departurewas prosaic: he suffered an incapacitating stroke in June 1968 after a freak
accident and died, still in a coma, morethan a year later.

The Social State

President Tomas appointed M ar cello José das Neves Caetano to succeed Salazar as
primeminister, although theregimedid not admit for sometimethat Salazar would not
bereturning to power. Caetano was ateacher, jurist, and scholar of international
reputation who had been one of the drafters of the 1933 constitution. Considered a
moder ate within theregime, he had taken unpopular standsin oppostion to Salazar. He
had resigned asrector of Lisbon University in 1960 in protest over policerepression of
student demonstrations. Unlike Salazar he came from the upper middle class, was
ebullient and per sonable, and sought contact with the people.

It wasclear from the start that Caetano was a different sort of leader. He spoke of
"evolution within continuity,"” changefast enough to keep up with expectations but not
so fast asto antagonize conser vatives. He brought technocratsinto the government and
eased policerepression. The elections held in 1969 wer e the freest in decades. He even
altered the nomenclature of theregime; the New State became the Social State, but it
remained essentially an authoritarian regime.

In contrast to Salazar, Caetano advocated an expansionist economic policy and
promoted rapid development and increasing consumption without, however,
supplementing the means of production. The consequence of liberalization wasthe fir st
per ceptible inflation in years, reaching 15 percent on such working-class staples as
codfish and ricein the early 1970s.

PrimeMinister Caetano had inherited Salazar's office but not hispower nor, apparently,
hisskill asa politician and economist. President Tomas, meanwhile, had emerged with
greater authority, as Salazar's death put him in a position to exer cise the constitutional
authority of the presidency to thefullest. Deeply conser vative and supported by an
entrenched right wing within the official political movement, Tomas employed threats of
an army coup to oppose Caetano's policy of liberalization. Caetano took a harder line on
Africain an effort to head off opposition by the president and the officers closeto him.
Asthe events of spring 1974 wereto demonstrate, the regimes of Salazar's New State
and Caetano's Social State had depended on per sonalities. In existence for nearly fifty
years, theingtitutions of the cor por ate state had never put down rootsin Portuguese
political soil. Apathy had not implied support. On April 25, 1974, the officersand men of
the Armed For ces M ovement (Movimento das For cas Armadas-M FA) ousted Caetano
and Tomas, paving theway for ajuntaunder General Antonio de Spinolato take
command of the Portuguese Republic.

A comprehensiveintroduction to the history of the Iberian Peninsula isatwo-volume
study by Stanley G. Payne, A History of Spain and Portugal . The best history of Portugal
in the English language up to the First RepublicisH.V. Livermore's A New History of
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Portugal . A succinct survey of Portugal's over seas empireis C.R. Boxer's Four Centuries
of Portuguese Expansion, 1415-1825. Douglas L. Whedler providesa thorough treatment
of the First Republicin Republican Portugal . A sympathetic portrait of Antonio de
Oliveira Salazar can befound in Hugh Kay's Salazar and Modern Portugal . Salazar's New
Stateisanalyzed by Howard J. Wiarda in Corporatism and Development and by Tom
Gallagher in Portugal: A Twentieth-Century Interpretation. The standard history of
Portugal in AfricaisJames Duffy's Portuguese Africa. Walter C. Opéllo, Jr. coversrecent
history in hisbook, Portugal: From Monarchy to Pluralist Democracy.

Changes After the Revolution of 1974

In the Portuguese constitution of 1976, church and state wer e again formally separ ated.
The church continuesto have a special placein Portugal, but for the most part it has

been disestablished. Other religionsare now freeto organize and practicether beliefs.

In addition to constitutional changes, Portugal became a mor e secular society.
Traditional Roman Catholicism flourished while Portugal was overwhelmingly poor, rural,
and illiterate, but asthe country became mor e urban, literate, and secular, the practice of
religion declined. The number of men becoming priestsfell, asdid charitable offerings
and attendance at mass. By the early 1990s, most Portuguese still considered

themselves Roman Catholicin a vaguely cultural and religious sense, but only about
one-third of them attended massregularly. Indifferenceto religion was most likely among
men and young people. Regular churchgoer swere most often women and young

children.

The church nolonger had itsformer social influence. During the nineteenth century and
on into the Salazar regime, the church was one of the most power ful institutionsin the
country--along with the army and the economic dlite. In fact, military, economic,

gover nmental, and religiousinfluencesin Portugal wer e closdly intertwined and
interrelated, often literally so. Traditionally, thefirst son of eite familiesinherited land,
the second went into the army, and the third became a bishop. By the early 1990s,
however, the Roman Catholic Church no longer enjoyed this preeminence but had fallen
to seventh or eighth placein power among Portuguese inter est groups.

By the 1980s, the church seldom tried to influence how Portuguese voted, knowing such
attemptswould probably backfire. During the height of therevolutionary turmoail in the
mid-1970s, the church urged its communicantsto votefor centrist and conservative
candidates and to repudiate communists, especially in northern Portugal, but after that
the church refrained from such an overt palitical role. The church wasnot ableto prevent
the enactment of the constitution of 1976, which separated church and state, nor could it
block legidation liberalizing divor ce and abortion, issuesit regarded asmoral and within
therealm of itsresponsbility.

Economic Growth, 1960-73 and 1981-90

Therewasa striking contrast between the economic growth and levels of capital
formation in the 1960-73 period and in the 1980s decade. Clearly, the pre-revolutionary
period was char acterized by robust annual growth ratesfor GDP (6.9 per cent), industrial
production (9 percent), private consumption (6.5 per cent), and gross fixed capital
formation (7.8 percent). By way of contrast, the 1980s exhibited a pattern of dow-to-
moderate annual growth ratesfor GDP (2.7 per cent), industrial production (4.8 per cent),
private consumption (2.7 per cent), and fixed capital formation (3.1 percent). Asaresult of
worker emigration and the military draft, employment declined during the earlier period
(by a half percent annually), but increased by 1.4 per cent annually during the 1980s.
Significantly, labor productivity (GDP growth/employment growth) grew by a duggish
rate of 1.3 percent annually in the recent period compared with the extremely rapid
annual growth rate of 7.4 percent earlier. Inflation, as measur ed by the GDP deflator,
averaged a modest 4 per cent ayear beforetherevolution compared with nearly 18

per cent annually during the 1980s.

Although the investment coefficients wereroughly similar (24 percent of GDP allocated
to fixed capital formation in the earlier period; 26.7 per cent during the 1980s), the overall
investment productivity or efficiency (GDP growth rate/investment coefficient) was nearly
threetimes greater (28.6 percent) beforethe revolution than in the 1980s (10.1 per cent).
How does Portugal's GDP per capita compar e with the aver age of the twelve member s of
the EC in the early 1990s, the Eur opean Twelve (EC-12), during the past thr ee decades?
In 1960, at theinitiation of Salazar's mor e outwar d-looking economic policy, Portugal's
per capita GDP wasonly 38 percent of the EC-12 average; by the end of the Salazar
period, in 1968, it had risen to 48 percent; and in 1973, on the eve of the revolution,
Portugal’'s per capita GDP had reached 56.4 percent of the EC-12 average. In 1975, the
year of maximum revolutionary turmoil, Portugal's per capita GDP declined to 52.3

per cent of the EC-12 average.

Convergence of real GDP growth toward the EC average occurred asaresult of
Portugal's economic resurgence since 1985. In 1991 Portugal's GDP per capita climbed
to 54.9 percent of the EC average, exceeding by a fraction thelevel attained just before
the Revolution of 1974.

PORTUGAL AND NATO

Portugal was one of the founding membersof NATO in 1949. For mor e than two decades,
Portugal's material contribution to the alliance was marginal. I1tsarmed forceswere
preoccupied with thefighting in Africa, and itseffortsto maintain a colonial empire
alienated it from the other members of the alliance. Nevertheless, its contribution in the
form of strategically located bases and other military facilities was substantial. Major air
bases and ports on the Portuguese mainland wer e deemed vital for rapid reinfor cement
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and searesupply of NATO forces on the continent. Control of Madeira was considered
crucial for keeping the North Atlantic routesto the Straits of Gibraltar open for allied
operations. The Azores provided essential refueling facilitiesfor the rapid deployment of
forcesto Central Europe, the Mediterranean and the Middle East, aswell asa key base
for antisubmarinetracking and naval surveillance.

In theimmediate postrevolutionary period when leftist ideology wasin the ascendancy in
the military, the question of Portugal's continued active participation in the alliance came
into question. In 1975 Portuguese r epr esentatives absented themselves from highly
classified NATO discussions. By 1980, however, Portugal had returned to full
participation, rgoining NATO'sNuclear Planning Group and again taking part in NATO
exer cises. The establishment of a pro-Western demaocr atic gover nment, followed by the
accession of Portugal to the European Community (EC) in 1986, inspired renewed
interest in an activerolein thealliance. The desireto providethe armed forceswith a
meaningful military mission after the African operationsended and to divert them from
further involvement in civilian politics wer e additional factorsin Portugal'swillingnessto
undertake fresh NATO commitments. Portugal accor dingly accepted the obligation to
equip the First Composite Brigadeto be at the disposal of the Supreme Allied
Commander Europe (SACEUR) and agreed to increaseits surveillance and control over a
large sector of the eastern Atlantic by acquiring moder n frigates and reconnaissance
aircraft.

Thelberian Atlantic Command (IBERLANT), amajor subordinate command under the
Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic (SACLANT) located at Norfolk, Virginia, had its
headquartersat Oeras, near Lisbon. Since 1982 the I BERLANT commander has been
Portuguese, avice admiral with a staff of about sixty-five officersand 200 enlisted
personnd mainly from Portugal, the United States, and Britain. IBERLANT encompassed
the area extending from the northern border of Portugal southward to the Tropic of
Cancer and approximately 1,150 kilometer s seaward from the Straits of Gibraltar. Madeira
waswithin IBERLANT'sarea, aswerethe Azores after transfer from NATO'sWestern
Atlantic Command (WESTLANT) to meet Portuguese concerns.

The | BERLANT commander had no per manently assigned combat for cesin peacetime.
ThelBERLANT staff carried out planning and conducted exercisesto ensurethe
headquarters readinessto assume command and logistic support of forcesthat would

be assigned in a period of tension or war. In addition to the administrative facilities and
underground command post at Oeiras, IBERLANT had extensive communicationslinks
with SACLANT at Norfolk and other command posts. Other NATO facilitiesin Portugal
included ammunition and fuel depotsand strategic reservesat Lisbon and areserve
airport at Ovar near Porto. NATO also occupied a portion of the Montijo Air Basefor the
same purpose and had fuel storage areas and accessto theair basein the Azores. The
Portuguese navy participated in exer ciseswith other NATO fleets, particularly those
involving protection of resupply convoysin the|BERLANT area.

When Spain became a member of NATO in 1982, Portugal was concer ned that a

reor ganization of the NATO command structure might follow. Portuguese misgivings
focused on the possibility that an integrated | berian command would beformed under a
Spanish commander and that Spain might be entrusted with security taskswithin the
area of Portugueseterritoriesfor which the Portuguese armed for ceswerenot yet fully
equipped. After Spain'sdecision in 1986 to remain outside NATO'sintegrated military
structure, however, the issue of assgnment of commands and missionsin the I berian
Peninsula and adjacent sea ar eas became dor mant.




